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A WEEKLY REVIEW THE GERMAN 


German roads will get you 
there - so why not try the 
Alpine foothills with their 
impressive view of the Alps in 
silhouette? The route we 
recommend is 290 miles long. 
From It; at altitudes of up to 
3,300 ft, you can see well into 
the mountains. 

In Germany's deep south 
viewpoints everywhere 
beckon you to stop and look. 
From Lindau on Lake 
Constance you pass through 
the western Allgau plateau to 
the Allgau uplands and the 
Berchtesgaden region. Spas 
and mountain villages off the 
beaten track are easily 
reached via side roads. Winter 

sports resorts such as 
Garmisch-Partenkirchen and 
the Zugspitze, Germany’s 
tallest peak, or 
Berchtesgaden and the 
Watzmann must not be 
missed. Nor must 
Neuschwansteln, with Its fairy¬ 
tale castle, or Oberammergau 

home of the world-famous ’ 

Passion Play. ■ 

Visit Germany and let the 

Alpine Route be your guide. 


1 Oberammergau 

2 Konigssee 

3 Lindau 

4 Neuschwanstein Castle 
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E Hiher ihe American government 
ior American public opinion is 
|y surprised by the Soviet delegn- 
i walk out from the Geneva missile 
L 

ishinglon has from the outset ac- 
td as genuine the Soviet threats that 
deployment of medium-range US 
iii Europe would mark the end 
current round of talks, 
lithe US government continues to 
loathe assumption that adjourn- 
i of the Geneva INF missile talks 
planned long in adyancc by the So* 
Union as a firm feature of Russian 
Ming tactics. 

lisira was to intimidate as mueh of 
jsltm European public opinion as 
fable, to foment fear and uncertainty, 
hubjttt Nato to increasing political 
lion due to domestic disputes and to 
purage the gradual decoupling of 
gem Europe from Nato and the Al¬ 
fa pact. ■ 

pit view of the situation is one rea- 
phy the Reagan administration took 
Bemporary breakdown of the Geneva 
|extremely calmly. 

Biding members of the US govern* 
f continue to be convinced ihul 
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Page 2: Quest for disarmament goes on; A 
tactical ploy In staggering deployment; East 
Bloc hits bsck with new weapons. 

Page 3: Debate sharpens up party diffe¬ 
rences; Bundestag vote signal for big 
powers to act. 

Page 4: The reasoning behind the strategy 
behind the missiles deployment. 

The Americans continue to say there 
must, if medium-range missiles cannot 
be banned entirely from Europe, be ap¬ 
proximate parity in missile strength. 

The Russinns demand equal reduc¬ 
tions by both sides, which would to all 
intents and purposes force Nato to di¬ 
spense with medium-range missiles in 
Europe while allowing the Soviet Union 
to retain its existing superiority. 

Vet this Soviet superiority has already 
begun to undermine the political poten¬ 
tial for resistance of part of Western Eu¬ 
ropean public opinion, at least, as seen 
from Washington. 

America, and by no means merely the 
US government, is increasingly playing 
special attention in this .context to (he 
Federal Republic of Germany., 

Respite the line luken by the current 
Bonn government the Federal Republjc 
is fell to bo increasingly susceptible to 
both intimidation bids by and friendly 
gestures from Moscow, 

The American media paid at least as 
much attention to the Cologne SPD con¬ 
ference decision ngttinsl missile deploy¬ 
ment as they did to the Bonn Bundes¬ 
tag’s majority decision in favour of Nato 
missile modernisation. 

In Britain, America’s longstanding 
ally, the Opposition Labour Party has 
Continued on page 3 
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In tune! Bonn Chancellor Helmut Kohl (left) and France's President Mitterrand In 
Bonn lor talks. . . . (Phoio: B 4 ndcsl?ildsielle) 

Collapse of missiles negotiations 
dominates Paris-Bonn talks 

T wo crises dominated the Franco- i-Vj 

German talks in Bonn. - ; b ri ; r : ri- r P r «l * * v 


T wo crises dominated the Francd- 
German talks in Bonn. 

Oqe was the breakdown of the Gene¬ 
va talks on medium-range missiles. The 
other was the imminent financial cqllap- 
sc'oflhe European Community. 

M. Mitterrand and the Bonn Chancel¬ 
lor, Herr Kohl, both regretted the state¬ 
ment by Mr Andropov but were confi¬ 
dent Euromissiles would reappear oii 
the agenda in Geneva and elsewhere. 

Increasing importance is likely to be 
attached to the conference on security 
and disarmament in Europe that is due 
to begin on 17 January in Stockholm. 

It is sad to recall that (he European 
Defence Community failed to get going 


P. w for propaganda rea- 

3ffqrd to. end the Geneva 
^fcandfqrall. ' 
f foveijri^n 1 bfnclajs note that the 
Pibas yei to seek a pretext for en- 
Start talks on strategic arms re- 
P0i«so held in Geneva. 

Rffl* ^ ecn official expressions 
Washington that the INF 
K bMn interni Pted, but apart. 
El ? ftynrtienis there is a feeling 
L,, ° r r clief that an increasingly 
and fruitless debate has been 
forcing both sides to pause 

are well aware, how* 
b^ J S ? v i et diplomatic ploy in 
IgjWuld heighten tension within 
l^further. 1 

no substantial change 
|Tji h instates and Soviet Union 
iW ,be thlks began two 
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German scientist In space 

T* «... Wee. EUropeen 


in the early 1950s because of* French ob¬ 
jections. ... . ... 

If it had been set iip, Europe's securi¬ 
ty interests, today would have comman¬ 
ded much' greater importance.between 
the superpowers. „ , 

European hopes were disappointed 
and subsequently concentrated on eco¬ 
nomic integration, but it too has now 
reached a Critical stage: ■ ■ ' ' ' ! 

■The time has irrevocably come for a 
realignment of EEC contributions, the 
containment of agricultural expenditure, 
a final decision on when-Spain and Por- 
tugal'are to jointhe European Com nib-’ 
nity-artd ah 1 increase In 'Community 
funds. i. • i 

■As the interests of individual mem- 
ber-6ountries arc affected in different 
ways. a sdliiiion canonlybe arrived at 

by means of a conipromi&e.. 1 

One such -package deal- settlement df ■ 
all'these problems was- the Stuttgart 
package.-stt calie’d after (he venue of last 
June’s EEGsummit. ' ' *' 

Cutting back the cost of the Common 
Agricultural Policy' is the toughest pro- 
bJem 1 because French farmers are afraid 1 
of being'hit; ■ •' \ *'' 

: They are woiiied'about suffering fi¬ 
nancial losses whed Spain and Portugal 
join the Common Market too. - 

The meeting between Herr KohF&nd' 
M-- Mitterrand failed to resolve all the 
differences, so further expert'talkk tire' 
planned in preparation' for the De&tn* : 
ber Athens EEC summit. 


The first Wert European astronaut In space, ww » h j . j , Columbia ’ The European- Community has rt*- 1 
42 (foreground) floating In the Spacelab dn board tH p ucfilenbdrd 36 dfi ched a tuxhing.point- at'which it needs a! 
^IdlronJofS”«MWh «M fresh Earop,an.oWard further: 
American W^medlo-1 englnW are i European development. — - - 

nine days In apace. Spacelab waa built ln Weat aarmany . { pi,Vs,tb7d pa> ;^PerT.g^iii4gei.26Novcrohfei-i983j 

Space Agency (ESA).' 
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Genev^ fails but quest for 




13 olh sides are of course lo blanfc'far-- 

■*T fP e collapse of the Geneva ‘INF " 
missile talks 

Both the Americans and the Russians 
were far too late in deciding on specific 
rapprochement moves, although Mos¬ 
cow alone is to blame for the unnecessa¬ 
ry breakdown. 

The Bundestag majority in favour of 
missile deployment merely reaffirmed a 
Nato decision that had been a known 
fact for yeara. 

There were cogent reasons for how 

the voting went in Bonn. The balance of 
, power was at stake, and it is the sine Qua 
non of any negotiated settlement. So 
was transatlantic trust. 

Conversely, the many Social Democ¬ 
rats who voted against deployment did 
so to give political expression to ajusti- 
fied anxiety about the basis of security 
polity m Western public opinion . , 

In both cases it would be wrong to i 
apportion blame. ■ Everyone.agrees that 

q Th Sl f<?r dlsarmament ™>st conti- { 
i L?, Ther r e ,s no Wfl y ^ which a stable i 
balance of power can otherwise be ensu- 5 

| red in the long term. 

red 0 .™"?' ,“ paci,y and s “««s-oricnta- n 
ted negotiations on arms control and di- 

l . sarmament have been equally important s , 

'• ; Harme| S R° f Nal ° . p ^ ,ic y sinc * the 1969 r < 

: Ha ™ el Re P° rt - They still are. f 

; . They form part of a concept on which 
1 s Europeans insisted at the time, but | n 

i 1 mL S0Vlet u SS ' 20 and the US need to ai 
modernise have upset the balance to the \h 
detriment of detente as the target ' h 

. lltr * hBS now come <° restore the 0 f 

: EJX? '"I 969 ' if wm be an * m POr- 2 

nt task for the Europeans at the an- n> 

■S- 5 V- of Nat ° talks. ° c 

Bonn at all events plans to 'insist on P« 

1 Bue ind 3 ,! 0 k T “ P lhc P oli,ic “' d ialo^ ■ 
wkh u he ,T de ran 8 e ° r cooperation wc 

; ■h*^ffiSMl 6! ‘ pressedby ™ 

At the EEC summit in Athens it plans rfa 

| TVT ' sai ' e de p l°yme n t in lhc West is to 

TXbe followed by East Bloc “coun 

ced m S S 5 | e5, ” ,he Kremlit 'J'«sun„oun- 

in iba 

i^sssstss. ' ■ 

coS: 0 tSd betninsiaii ' d “'^ , 

y£?-“ ^ the Sovic?. cow 

Hiss 1 

i 

Czechoslovakia... aDil and neva 

Wlvs wpera in the Soviet Union than 

rornny in^our'onhe movt "" Uni - 1 

decisions into question. : . pou|lcal has ™ 
B« ,« « n,.,^ , i1ib ^ "v, 0 n 


goes on 


,«■ i’ 

ar-V-tb advocate a demonstration of joint de- 
F termination oil Europe's part in this 
connection. 

is Bonn will also be advocating a dear 
c course on negotiations when US Sccre- 
i- tary of State George Shultz arrives in the 
i- German capita I for talks on 6 December. 

Mr Andropov's statement following 
J the Soviet walk-out at Geneva lias chan- 
3 ged the framework conditions for the 

‘ b ?-„ there Hre stil1 en °ugh rounds 

• or talks still operative at which construc¬ 
tive work can be done. 

toi? 6 StBrt strate 8 ic arms reduction 
talks are continuing for the time being, 
and they are by no means a no-hoper 
always assuming they don't get dragged 

into the vortex of the INF debacle 

■u p ^' e ? na ^ BFR taIks on mutual 
balanced force reductions in Central 
Europe, now in their llth year, will 
whatever happens resume after the 
Christmas recess. 

foi 1 ? 6 , Geneva disarmament talks are 
fairiy close to reaching agreement on a 

W^i " wea P° ns . while in 
StockhoJm *. European disarmament 
conference is to be launched on 17 Ja¬ 
nuary. 

It is planned as working its way from 

security and confidence-building mcasu- 

Europ e SPep ' nC d,sarmament mov cs in 

Inr 1 ?,-!! 8 * u Ck,lolm co,,rere,,ce in particu- 
Inr wii show how, keen East and West 

them! 1 CP,nE UP ,he diaIo B ue between 

The Bonn government plans a spate 
or^plomaticacuviiy beforehand, if in- i 

eluded the tulks held in East Berlin by < 

ddenate'V h^' Bonil ‘ s disurn ‘anicm i 

S}“~. wlll >** * 

Foreign Minister Genscher will be 
welcortung his Hungarian and Rumu- e 

New Y P rtl UnihC " t0 Bonn in c! 
New Year. Further meeting? at Ministe- 

nal level are planned. ' ' l,q 


In Vienna the next meeting between 
Herr Genscher and Mr Gromyko has 
been mooted. But the crucial stimulus 
for successful negotiations must come 
from the superpowers themselves. 

The only promising way of providing 
it is tor them lo resume their direct dia¬ 
logue at high, not to say the highest, le¬ 
vel. 

Herr Genscher has suggested a meet¬ 
ing of Foreign Ministers in Stockholm to 
start the European disarmament confe¬ 
rence. 


A tactical| 
in stagger 
de Ploymei 


East Bloc hits 
back with 
new weapons 

Iwdlng politicians in the East Bine 
countries are none too happy with 8 he 

decision they have reached W 

Western diplomatic sources in Mn« 

T e a 1 umb “ »<■ -pS pointere 
Tho Rumanian leadtr. Mr Ceauiescu' 
for naturae, has criticised both the US 

thaVlhe doltlT h - a ' ed « l 10 

tg&SSissS*: 

£*&£§**& 

•ive on the issue; y 1, ^ •** - 

Many GDRarid Czech dtlzens vrill be 


- . 7l! Ht w , 0llld provide nn opportunity of 

e J? ,d jJ* tl,e ,lllks between Mr Sliuit/. and 
Mr Gromyko tiiat were cancelled lust 
September. 

. c Th . e ln [ ks between the US and Soviet 
> hore ign Ministers were envisaged ns a 
precursor lo a superpower .summit meet- 
mg. A meeting between Mr Reagan and 

than ever° P ° V <S m ° re urgently ncctJ c d 
Tltnt is what Herr Genscher mainly 
means when he says that the Stockholm 
conference could lend a stimulus to the 
resumption of negotiations on medium- 
range missiles. 

Moscow’s claim to a monopoly, ex- 
pressed m terms of the Soviet demand 
for consideration of British and French 
nuclear systems, remains the crucial 
threshold to a solution. 

The SPD's rejection of missile de¬ 
ployment may not have called into ques- 
on the consensus on foreign and seeu- 

n' yp0,cy sh,,red ^ the conventional 
Bundestag parties. . 

But if it didn’t, there is every reason 
for the Social Democrats lo return lo the 

majority r ° PC ° S lhc conlllion 

SPD views on strengthening conven- 
tionnl Nato defences would never he 
Feasible without specific results in arms 

control and disarmament. 

The coalition would do well l0 ho- , 
tour and tnkc at Tuce Value the SPD\ i 
2 ,tmcn ‘ *0 the foundations of 
common poiiey, such us Nato. Europe 

whlulIe USA a " d Cri ‘ IC '" rri - d ^ l ’ i P 
This nniionul consensus will then he 1 
even surer to outlive the dispute over the p 
deployment decision. « 

H WJ.iiell r 

(ueneral-Anzdger Runn. 26 November | VH.i) 


, ■ Bundestag decision in favour of 

Laying the new American missi- 
e i__ • in Germany Has put an end to years 

be decision that mattered was made 

deploys r" c “' 

^ Jniit would have been almost impos- 
: ,r «echnlcul reasons,A, M ^without Bundestag approval lo ini- 
“»•m«kJ rent the deployment part of the 
ht,orc »ne next round of IK W decision after the failure of 
nmge missile deploym^ l? Geneva arms control talks. 

,lll ™P«-\ ' L roa d is now clear for the statio- 

Wasliington is still conuta , of Fersbing 2 missiles in Germany; 
010,1 Ul,d Bnlian proposal Ltthis is not the only reasoii why the 
announce this intermission m ofthe deployment debate marks the 
he opportunity of negot^L inning of a new phase. The many 
mt superpowers it entails eches in the Bundestag have opened 
According to the !evcr a! new security and domestic 

government officials have fay. Icy perspectives. 

10 . For one thing, it is now clear where 

Deliberations by the Brosxfet ^party stands. The SPD has formally 
group, led by the No. 3 mana* opined the about-turn from appro- 
Department, Richard S. Btmu % to rejecting the deployment - 
included in a report to Nifoft grthing that had been a tacitly estab- 
Mousters in December. $ fact within the partv for some 

The battery of nine Pershiiji r . ''. ' 
ped to Germany after the Boak The fxteiit to which the common 

ag decision in favour of ^ ^lid ofthe SPD/FDP coalition on 
Dccenibe opera, ' on ^ cunty had already been eroded when 

Government officials at w 
prolcssed to he not clear wfak 

Soy iet Union was to walk out tfi RllCC|j$kn WSlllf-Ollt 
nevu talks when the Pershing* WMldU UUl 

med or when .hey Were « . CmtInu9d (rom page , 

But they were keenly debate; nobeen able to commit itself to unila¬ 
ther it would be better to combi fhlniicleardisarmament without being 
two rounds of missile talks life Esniissed assofl. 

IN F and Sturt, next year. Yet many influential Congressmen in 
Or muybe it would be bedeck fehinglon have long ceased to feel 
them .separate and wait for the Re ore that the Opposition SPD In Gcr- 
lo return to the conference table. #ny is as firmly committed to Nato as 
Most experts are reliably rcpcc £“■ 

he in favour of separation him J 1 * seennn g composure with which 
.. . - • Tf US government hus registered iIt- 

DiiLiIah.. .FiL. . _.. I.! J 


. UI ■■»*.!Ulluuun WHIIM B 1 . . .■ 

don't want the Europeans lofof|P us HOvernment hus registered 
in the preparations Tor the lint»iff“ f kdownDrthe ,NF talks cannot 
ken by the us delegation at 4 tE fac!,hal, he US-Soviet dialogui 
talks, weaker aaain at a crucial ruii 


uneasy not only about US missiles but 
oiso about the extra missiles that are 
being deployed by the USSR. 

The Soviet propaganda machine ha*; 

mem!*d n8,y SUPP,ied argl,menls and fo- 
mented anxiety on this score. 

The nuclear clash, which as Moscow 

sees it would mainly take place in Ger- 

5J5JJ Wlli be made a» the worse by the 

,t P a y ,T nl fresh Sovi '' misslles i" 

What can, be said agdinst the AmpH 

SS-S 1 *” 1 ""-”-"- 

hlhi lk lake a J1uclear war more pro- 
babie, whereas Soviet missiles serve^he 

^purpose of Serving peace 

thpb„ Waf l aW Pacl Entries, especially 
bede^vpdT the " ew missiles are to 

li< a td4»ion aV ' ‘° 8Cfcept mI - 

ihe^VAroSSt •POPBlM’one.and whal 
d?n dedsiqn may ye , | Ie a h ead f or the 


*«jr mu ociegaiion ana*: ,.. . .. 

tiilk.s. f 0 ^ 11 'veakor again at a crucial pui 

fiy ,i lfl %l . „ _ is little consolation to he gu 

the S 7 ? r " ,C ''“'.’rJafeexplHmnion pul forward 

Sc<l in (lie UTO duSJ] wh " :h ih '’f" 
win have been deployed i. HpA^poTie nof sure for '.he' 
.... . . LJ . ijjywhatis to happen next, 

lhc remaining Pershing 2 s The cautious rapprochement heh 
•supplied at intervals of severed t superpowers only got going 
over a two-yeur period because* is year; the latest. Russian■ move 
iHcturmg them is slow going. ude the going even tougher. 

The full complement of cruise are no facts yet to suppnr 

will not be in position until 1981. g^dence shown by a number of V 
Ideas of pulling this staggered [°f K °^ c ’ a,s that. Moscow will r< 
ry lo good use in negotiations^- ^conference (able in Geneva ii 

ced back in the days of lhc Cart«ni i™ up .... 

nistraiion. *• u 18 fairly clear in Wasl 

The pimdiis who here t0 ° fe, 

«ha. .he Russians would no..* » noraent on ,ht 

ssassnss ssassr*^ 

rati-srr.s 

will be back, they hopefully chjj. p missile deployment ; 


«e risk of Russian lack o 

(Kelner Stfldt-AnKfger.22 No«frcount is felt to be fairly 


cle'U's™ 1 ™'?- ®° ahead with a nu- 

' 1 “ u ^ PeterScjdliLz . 
(Kieler Nacfarichi^i, 24 Nor«Bi^«r |93J> 


~ Soviet proposals b 

Sftc Overman Srit®*, br pi» down hav 

a««t, irwaortH. a) Km|i P " ! ™ n «• Washinglon 
o.a*» k^,, 7« w ■ a is i, * interested in limitir 

BdKorkfevdiM: Otlo Hikq. BdflOf- ."Wemisatioil for maintu rr«l 

EMiUogu^.wiHCHflr -mm ***itu .... wa Ior mainly iml 

tHJliqnffl V i I Q«.o fol9M n« 0 M - u • y ■ 

Annual•ubKnptionOU 45 . v T] a “ begun is SChedult 

»VW5dlvCWN*ii^4>iicli.H«M»i .. 4 OVeil.a five-vaar 

In th* USA,M: MASS MAW® 8 ** 1 ^ ^ * PCHOC 

W«i|»s»8lfmN«rVortr.HV lMH-:- ■ T 8 * 11 3** decide to 

M vtKXM fcttt* the q£rman induction after all 

« coop*nU 6 n wNh M g»tjf v : na a. . ^ 

[ n*w>pip«r« of «m Fwtm tUm ' ev «H 

C^PT«uppPse that then 

m •» BonrHponfwK* pm** - ■ ■ Ul,rest ' ‘^Western 

nurtwr WIMI ippaan on tb| ^ ■ K aus Am 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


3 


■ HOME AFFAIRS 

Missiles debate sharpens 
up party differences 



' ’M 1 


the Schniidt-Genscher government col¬ 
lapsed has become obvious. . 

FDP MP Helmut Schafer, who once 
opposed Ihe change of coalition part¬ 
ners, now says that many then misun¬ 
derstood Genscher. It was obvious now 
that Genscher was right. 

In (his respect, the CDU/CSU/FDP 
coalition has t?een strengthened still fur¬ 
ther by the deployment debate. 

The SPD's position has also improv¬ 
ed. AfLer leaving . former Chancellor 
Helmut Schmidt in the lurch, the party 
has come out of the twilight and is now 
unified. 

The Social Democrats have become a 
genuine alternative to the coalition par¬ 
ties, though they still have to clarify 
their stance, especially towards Nato. . 

This cun only he welcomed because it 
wil make it easier for voters to decide in 
future. If the SPD had done this before 
the general election in March, we would 
today be able to sny with even more cer¬ 
tainty that the electorate at the time vo¬ 
ted in favour ofthe two-track Nato deci¬ 
sion. 


But the SPD will have to pay the price 
for its clear stand. Helmut Schmidt, a 
lone fighter now, left no doubt that he 
will continue lo speak up. What he will 
say will be ammunition for the SPD’s 
political opponents, whether he likes it 
or not.. . , 

Moreover, the Schmidt school of 
thought within the SPD is. probably not 
as weak as-.it seemed in the Bundestag 
debate. . 

.Unless the. party makes a point of ac¬ 
commodating dissenters, he could still 
rally considerable support. 

The insights interms of security policy 
that have, come from the deployment 
debate are even more important. 

Moscow will now .have to come tp 
terms with the fact that its hope of stop¬ 
ping or delaying the deployment \yith 
the help of the peace movement and 
pacifists was illusory. 

The Kremlin will have to re-draft its 
policy. 

Many Moscow watchers predict that 
the politicians in the Politburo will gain 
the upper hand over the military whom 
they will force to go along with a more 
accommodating course. In any event, 
Moscow now knows where it'slands 
with the West. ' • 

There was hope throughout the Bun¬ 


destag debate that the start of the de¬ 
ployment would not spell the end of the 
Geneva talks. 

The debate also made it clear that the 
Bonn government is not prepared to 
forgo the security concept on which the 
two-track decision was based. It intends 
to follow through realistically and stick 
to the tenet that the ultimate goal of an 
arms buildup is to bring about an arms 
reduction. 

Since it has become obvious that still 
non-existent Western missiles are usu- 
less in making Moscow reduce its arsen¬ 
al, the idea now is to achieve this by ac¬ 
tually deploying the new systems. 

The five years.it will take before'all 
the. missiles are. in place. will provide 
: scope for talks on a balanced arms limi¬ 
tation on the lowest possible level. 

The debate has also, demonstrated a 
qualitative change in security policy. 

.. Arms debates have.turned into disar¬ 
mament debates. 

Defence Minister Manfred Wflmer: 
“The key to peace lies in the political 
sector.” It is a combination of equal se¬ 
curity and confidence building. , 

There is a definite chance that this 
will be realised in the East was well. As 
Helmut Schmidt put it; the more the nu¬ 
clear buildup progresses the more-peo¬ 
ple close ranks. 

Peace movements in East and West 
have made politicians think and curbed 
the influence of the military. 

The dominant mood in the debate was 
hope, overshadowing ^ angst. 

This is the most important asset in the 
generally positive balance sheet of the 
debate. HeinzgQnter Klein 

(Der Tagossplegc!. 23 November 1983) 


Bundestag vote 
signal for big 
powers to act 


B otli superpowers huve demonstrated 
credibility by delivering on their 
threats or promises. 

The USA began bringing Pershing 2 
purls to this country the duy after the 
Hundcslug approved deployment. 

And the Soviets walked out of the 
Geneva arms control talks, us they had 
threatened to do if the missiles were de¬ 
ployed- The arms race is on again. 

But (he last word has not yet been 
spoken, mid no-one knows whether the 
talking is really over. 

The words announcing (he end of the 
Genevu negotiations have been conflic¬ 
ting or at least open to interpretation. 

Words like "not be continued," "en¬ 
ded,’’ “broken orf," and “suspended" 
have been used. ' 

Messages on the issue may have been 
deliberately kept, vague because the So¬ 
viets are reluctant lo shut the door. 

It is. however, a fact that the arsenal 
will not be reduced. It will be built up 
further. 

Some political changes .are also be¬ 
coming visible. The bleak'view in the 
East Bloc media had been anticipated. 

The more interesting and disquieting 
initial responses to the Bundestag's 
green light for deployment can be found 
in Western newspapers — and i few of 
them are jubilant. f : 

One exception is the. French daily Le 
Quotidien de Paris which writes: : ,, The 
whole of Europa should rejoice.” • - 1 
Many commentators regard the Bun¬ 
destag vole as a new danger for the 
West, They: interpret the Opposition’s 
vote against as a tendency, towards a 
“national-neuirtlistic adventure" • by 

Germany^ • » '• ; 

“Has pacifism injected a new irratio¬ 
nal component into German - politics. 
asks Les Demieres NouveUcs d’Alsace. 

.. Ope of the answers: reads: "The Ger¬ 
man sickness 1 remains a timely issue. 
(Les Echos). ... ' ' ' V 

Other .newspapers see things more in 


perspective and some even show unders¬ 
tanding for the "widespread despon¬ 
dency over the fact that the nuclear arms 
race has been stepped up." (The Guar¬ 
dian). 

There is also understanding for the 
concern that the deployment of the new 
missiles "could restrict a future conflict 
to European territory.” (The Times). .. : 

The extent to which relief oyer the 
Bundestag vote goes hand-in-ijand with 
massive fears is, most clearly expressed 
by the French cpmraentatqr who. now 
sees West Germany placed jn Ihe role of 
a "privileged" Nato partner. Germany, 
he writes, "has assumed ari unprecetteri- 
ted nuclear responsibility because the 
new missiles can reach the Soviet Onion 
from German territory." Be asks: "HaVe 
the Germans come!of ,8ge in military 
teitns7" (Liberation). 

The Western media pay little attention 
to the fact that most of the protest 
afeairtst new" missiles is also directed 
against tfie'Soviet overkill potential." 

The fact that'the SPD stressed at its 
Cologne party congress that R was firm¬ 
ly committed to the Western'Alliance as 
the only guarantor of Germany's securi¬ 
ty has made virtually ho Impressiori. ' 

:■ This iS hot sUrprising because ^vCit 
the Bonn government -ads' afc if the So¬ 
cial Democrats, along with the Greeks; 
were demanding that Nato be dissolved. 
.. Byi the same token; the SPD Willi fuel 
mistrust in the East Blit of 4t continues 
to couple its rejection of the deployment 
with inferences' that the Bonn governJ 
ment is obsessed, with new missiles. " ' 


Is it so hard to see that this political 
tug-of-war at- home must harm this 
country interns of foreign policy? 

British Gallup polls show that 48' per 
cent’of the respondents-in both Britain 
and West Germany reject deployment. 

The figure for Italy is 61 per cent. • 

The fact that the Western media do 
not conclude from this that Life British ' 
and the Italians arc also headed for n ,! 
"national-heutralistic adventtire" can 
only be noted with bitter resignation. . , 

What is more important is the fact 
that the Bonh governmfent now hiis eve- l 
ry redson to' seek broad acceptance of ! 
the Bundestag's approval of the de- 
ployment. The voters are probably not [ 
as undivided on this issue as Ihe coall- j, 
lion's‘MPs.'' •' 

Blit even if the Bundestag 1 decision 
had been-made agai nst the wish of the 
majority of the people',' the artsWer still 
cannot be ail extra-pariitffnentary oppo- { 

sition, as urged by the Greens:. i 

' This would not only create ciVil-war- 
like conditions ih this 1 country t it WOuld j 

also make Bonn’s foreign policy posn ? 
tion untenable: • 

• What nobody- could possibly have wi- | 
shed for h&s become a fact: 1 the nuclefir !p 
arsenal Is being 1 boosted and the bilild- . j| . 
up is takingplace on (German•territory/' 

■ : If ever there 1 wai a'timrt for f goVim- 
ment and opposition to puli in the same 
direction this'■ is : St: But this means that 's 
both have to face 1 facts. 1 H- 

The fact that Germany is Seking Ways t 
and means to overcom e the 1 deadly nu- -|j' 
clear deterrent strategy does not 1 mean 1 j- 

thatit is unreliable. ■ ' t 

- The search is simply dufc'tb tHtt special | 
situation 1 Of a’divided country whoSe in- .V 

terests don’t coincide.with 'those’'bf ei- j 

thcrpftbe'superpoWers. 1 : 

One of the irtost important'tasks' for i 

both the governmeiif and fhe opposition 
is to make this Cfear’abrbad. 1 1 

• ‘ Nans Wemer 'Kettehbhdh 

'‘ 1 : (Kfliiier Sudt-Anuiger, 24 November !9B3j 
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THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


The reasoning behind the strategy 
behind the missiles deployment 

' nntenfial fnr Pi irArtd in nn^i. J I 1 ■ 


SUdcicursciieZ^frung 


potential for Europe is ensured by the 
stationing 6f US nuclear weapons of va¬ 
rying range in Europe. 

‘The link with the strategic level is 
mainly established by weapons in Eur- 

T he has voted t „ accept ^ “ S? n< ! 

p^piT.n a », 0 0 ^ in 

nrTt 0 r„e IS peX P :r red ^ ^fton theSf,^^ T 

a Th si pi 6 ? 10 SPKIfic ' h0llehl aboul ;;r ency toward ,he nre, - s,Vike ° st ™ t - 

^ss^t^rst 

Others say it is part of a US strategy trnJ bor ® dee P ,nt ° the earth, for des- tian, serves the purpose of n.raixw 
of nuclear warfare in Europe and ^ T" 8 Under fi I ‘ ound bu ^er targets. the enemy's mdiuT an d l 

weapon system that will bring the world 0 r& ■ ma ^ r of the ^quarters dership in a surpris7strike 

much nearer the brink of nuclear Wor. S[£ e „ S fl 0V,et P ° l ^ Cal Ieaders ’ The miss- The Soviet Union win then in ,h„ 

Both sides base their views on the ,u has a range of 1,800km, whichmeans next stage of the onerminn h* as .. ’5 

echnical features of the missile and the Germany fl cannot in nuclear terms by means oUnterenf? 

■orresponding uses to which it can be reach Moscow - . nenlal ballistic missi™™ 5 ° m,ercwmi ‘ 

Its snnnnrfA ' ■ ■ Snv^r ’ C T m ? nd centre s of major As P™ ^ the transition from a dctcr- 

tralv «JX 11 WI " make Nat ° fn ZfT T* (Hrmy S ropps . k ™wn P™ 10 a slrntegy the PersC 

trategy more credible. ia Soviet militnry parlance ns frnmo he argues has such i irnurJu , n . g ’ 

Opp„„eo ts aay deployment is the SIart well be h»7 "" * fr0n,S, .he nVco“‘l £ 

on and based^o hai, ! n ®. fr r om Wash *"8- a JJ the eve . m ° r a Soviet attack a strike can 0,1 110 account afford to dispense 

^. . 


be keen to eliminate them as soon as 
possible. 

If the Warsaw Pad takes the point of 
the flexible response, Pershing 2 should 
genuinely boost the deterrent effect If 
not, the missile will, to say the least, not 
contribute toward stabilisation in any 
conceivable crisis, let alone war. 

One popular line of argument against 
the Pershing 2 in the peace movement is 
constantly reiterated by a majority of 
Green MPs in the Bonn Bundestag. 

t -„ , M.,‘ h r,! J . n i! ed S ' a ' 5 s - 10 1 "°'« Pelra 


« nckca^ury response 
to the Soviet SS-20 build-up. ■ 

Others say it is part of a US strategy 
of nuclear warfare in Europe and a 
weapon system that will bring the world 

much nearer the brink of nuclear War. 

Both sides base their views on the 
echnical features of the missile and the 
corresponding uses to which it can be 

^ Its supporters say it will make Nato 
strategy more credible. 

Opponents say deployment is the start 
of a new strategy hailing from Washing¬ 
ton, and based on a belief that nuclear 
war can be waged and won. 

The basic idea of Nato strategy is an- 
parent from its name: the flexible re¬ 
sponse strategy. Its aim is to be able to 

&^ bly t0 
. But ' he aggressor must be kept aues- 
sing what Nato‘ s response would be in 
any gK-en situation. This. straiegic.p| Hn - 
nens hope, will have a twofold effect ■. 
First, the aggressor would be unable 
W °^rn counter-measures 

West m'il’h. n,US ' "'''I 5 ' thW bc01luse lhc 
West might use nuclear weapons he is 

asr^JM l " - - ta r-™ r £= 

In terms of the. logic of flexible re¬ 
sponse Nato needs a full range of wca- 

SDons^n" 11 ,l8ry 0ptions to use in re- 
sponse to any conceivable form of flt . 


. . wjsviuuuiitM iicuuquuriers . 

is c early being considered as a realistic Tl,is argument is not accepted by ex- 
opnon by Nato in Brussels. ports holding such dillercnt views " 

The aim is to knock out the leadership Dcfcnce Minister Manfred Wflrner and 

Of alfnrkina itml _, ..... . . . 


„ „■ l * r w “-“ jc,cu ■* ** realistic 
option by Nato in Brussels. 

The aim is to knock out the leadership 
of attacking tank units, at least in the 
snort term. 

Other important Pershing targets are 

airfields, traffic junctions; river emsv 

mgs and railway sidings where a large 
number of soldiers und a large amount 

of equipment will be concentrated at a 
given time. 

The speed nnd target accuracy of the 
missile determine phi,is for its possible 
use w,thing the framework or Nuto's 
nuclear operations plan. 

Nato dilemma 


The Soviet Union will then, in the 
next stage or the operation, be disarmed 
m 'mclenr terms by means of interconti¬ 
nental ballistic missiles. 

As part of the transition from a deter¬ 
rent to a warfare slrntegy the Pershing 
he argues, has such a key role to p|«y j„ 
Hie new concept that the United Slates 

willin' 1 110 aCC ° Un! ,,n ’ 0rd l0 dis Pense 

This urgument is not accepted by ev- 
nerts hnMino J 


.— '"“"uvu norner anu 

peace research scientist Alfred Mitch- 
tersheimer. 

or?Sr Y 11,6 Pors,lin 8 2 * with ‘is range 
’ «>n reach neither Moscow 

nor more (him It) per cent of the Soviel 
missile arsenal. 

The 10H Pershing 2s intaiidud lor de¬ 
ployment m Europe are not enough lo 
Mrike a crucial blow m or paralyse the 
•Soviet leudcRihip. 

Besides, the United States, it is „«, L .d. 

has offered to limit the number of Per- 

^"do.cv:s d !o mere I,,indrui 

yit is absolutely clear/* says Mechters 

™ k Tu„'' ha r ,h , el08Purshi "^^<'-' 

make up a first u SC potential. But the 
crucial point is that so-CHlled missile 


• cm : i “ usc P° te ntinl. Bm (he 

, 

■ pons, stationed in^in-ope and'^nally" 5 T “ SSUmplio " lh “' *«• 
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sisis m$m 

assari^S 

*saiv«. a&fssass . 

argument advanced by supvoners ofsm into mNit!,^ 8IO ,b ' 0ry w ' r,! lo put fh,‘T'i - Wap0 ” are wo "‘ed by whal 
Honing. In terms of the ladder pf escala nuclear *.? pra 5 tlpe - be responsible for thl j/ c a chan * e ‘U US cdnceptional 

Hon medrim-range mispHes forge a^nit publk V n of the Federal Re- thi m?f,ii SO u™ lho ” * ho »«bri«c»l of 

Jkr~' _ 

rASiv'fSuC.s' ss»'« , E , 3,r 1 ,'5S3 'jsssfar; 

tie. ln nu !? dear H?Ctor the effective- them ’ l ?* 1 Hlld prcferred see fence C fluid2r 5 fie lr d re 8 u,atlon s and de- 

ness ,f ,e de.erren, role of US nuelear Sl^^ 

ignea aroie m the concept of warfare. 
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I The Pershint 

FS:ssaiS 5 a 

VVeight at takeoff^ ? 

I (j 5,8401 h). , 

Top .speed: about 12 lime,* 
"I - sound after 
second singe. E 

Maximum range; 1,800 h,, 

I mites), which the missile fe- 
belween lOnnd 14 minute 
I a rgot-finding: incni a S y^ ; 
Skccimn of the missile thatch 
warhead can be retargetedS 
lore impact ;.«,d artcrtlieiS 
sion stages have bcencasi£ 
final phase correciion radar* 
pares a computer diagramoffc 
get wnh the signals reeeivtdfei 
area ol impact. So themeindb 
between the target and ihepoi, 
impact is between 10 aqd 4 flna, 
VVarhead: nuclear warheads«, 
riable explosive power, 
between 10 and 20 kibloiBC 
bomb dropped on Hiroshb^ 
en- l-.5-kiloton device). AvailahTtW 
lor underground, ground audu 
:he dclonaiion. The missile can 

C( j fitted out with a ncn-nudmii 

Hi- ,leud (conventional or chemicali 

Tbe Pershing 2 is mobile aak 
jr- be moved around on an aukifa 
ig, trailer from which it is lauuM 
in wil1 htf replacing 108 PereMajli 

cs service with the US 56th Fiddk 

se te‘ r y Brigade. General Penhinp 

(- -in-(* of American forces in hq 
x- ■» *he First World War. 

is — - 

id •Strategic expert Hans GDuki h 

i- expresses this criticism in a sin^ 
lenee in his hook Die Rakefenta 
ie (I he Missiles Are Coining); 

iv "Ihe Nato flexible response® 

■ { bl| J* » result of tmilalcral cbinp 
US nuclear doctrine from a stnaf 
;■ iiiuluaily assured destruction to n 
ii trine of limited potent ini use of ad 
e weapons, hrouglu ahout a (unite 
ciiiiitge in the role of nuclear weapee 
. Western deterrent strategy." 

Critics on this score attachaudd 
[ poriancc lo the possible Europea 
tion of nuclear war by virtue of lb 
ploymuni of many different id 
weapons in Europe and, abort >U 
plans drawn up for them. 

• Soviet officials are known to i 
said more than once that the Stfi* 1 
sponse to u nuclear missile iW k* 
target in the USSR will, be the» 
whether the missile was launched ft 
Germany or from America. 

But critics of. missiles;deplbj** 1 
the West .argue fro one that 
merely fine words on Moscow 1 W 
For another, they feel the RussiaJg 
now capable of launching ajjj® 
counter-attack using fairly w* 1 * 
targeiabie Soviet missile. . 

The Soviet coumer-atlackisM^ 
as being aimed at military 
United Slates, where It might s#* 
do less damage than in densely P* 
luted Europe. . , ! . 

But by this stage of the ar'gu®^ 
critics are way up iii the cloud^ 
land of nuclear strategy. " • ± 

The overwhelming majority^ J 
who feel there has been a c ^ ( 
concept in the United States art*V 
the Opinion that either WssbJfJ^J- 
Nato are planning or preparing . ;■ 
But they do fear that at least 
lerrent concept is no longer bss^ ^ 
common fear of nuclear apocajyp^.w 
Pershing is said to play a crucial P .|» 
making nuclear warfare fcasiW^Jjl 

■ , ■ jrw'fi'l, 
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IEBSPECTIVE 


lohn F. Kennedy: the pieces that went to 
create a president and a legend 


«yfars foreign correspondents und 
Anierica-watchers have been nmaz- 
ithe gap between the qualifications 
rted US Presidents and the almost 
aanly high expectations placed in 
i and their job. 

go F. Kennedy, killed in Dallas 20 
sago, is generally excepted. He un- 
iionably had the makings or a Pre- 
U, even though he had only two 
1 10 months and two days in which 
fove it. 

nerican history would have taken a 

t jent course if a gunman’s bullet had 
put such an abrupt end to the life of 

t iidenl with JFK’s bright, watchful, 
mind. 

[ke Vietnam War would not have be¬ 
lt as big it did. There would certainly 
tbeen no Watergate scandal. 

Kennedy's name fast became a legend 
if his death because he seemed to 
«given expression to a hope that had 
hi unable to achieve fulfilment, 
ills a hope people have still not Tor- 
fen, which is why, even 20 years later, 
is remembered as something more 
a a US President, ns something hu¬ 
ll? out of the ordinnry. 

This is still the case even though Amc- 
(a,under the present US ndministni- 
His poles apart from Kennedy’s Ame- 
1 

li b far from easy lo describe the kind 
hope associated with Kennedy's 
sw, the hope that has outlived him. 
ajfc a poet can lend n helping hand. 
Robert Frost, the grand old man of 
|*rican poetry, at the age of R6 expec- 
I Kennedy's term of office to be a new 
fliitan age in which power and poe- 
were reconciled. 

'At Kennedy's request he was to recite 
poem at the ceremonial induction of 
a President on the steps outside the 

gM 

iBot on 20 January 19fil Washington 
p snowed under by u blimrd. The 
P^Mew the sheets of paper with the 
on them lo the ground ut the feet 
toman who had just been sworn in 
President. He bent down and picked 
fm up. ■ 

IJn&s a memorable nnd noteworthy 
raeitt. 1 Poetry was reconciled with 
J*ryet the poem was blown away. 

, Wa , s not just that the new President 
* close relationship with the arts 
bestowed his patronage on them as 
7 tewnas Jefferson, the writer of the 

Sr ° f independence * had d ° nc 

I jbfohn F.* Kennedy the desire for 
fr.and politics as a profession, was 
Jed with an outlook on life that 
£1“ J ls telents had been slightly 
^^have made him loo write poe- 

^must.have been the Kennedy life 
Inimitable though it is, that fuelled 
resurrection. 

k ,, lf I Vas 8 ve iy complex personality. 
aLSJJ Was intellectually, controlled, 
faSy* precise, unemotional, a style , 
dry numour and undeniable 

4^' d a k° captivate the masses. 
bfreaiut raatic powcr of leadership was 
c at home and abroad, and 
more so abrpad. His Jch bin ein 
^Bpeech is unforgotten. - 

God, J Was not just a darling of the 
ne had. persona] experience of 


the nearness of death as n result of a 
wartime hack injury. 

There was hardly a day when he 
didn’t feel physical pain. He was only 
too aware of the fragile nature of human 
existence. • 

He had a premonition that he would 
die young, like the poets Novalis, Rim¬ 
baud and Byron. 

Life was unfair, he once said at a 
press conference, but he made a point of 
being full of life and vigour, an infec¬ 
tious quality to which young people in 
particular were sensitive. 

As his wife said after his death: “Now 
I realise I should have known. He was 
always a magician. I should have real¬ 
ised it couldn't last.” 

Against the background of dark 
events such as the Berlin crisis and the 
first (and so far only) genuine nuclear 
confrontation between the superpowers 
over Cuba, he sought to train the bright 
light of common sense on a world that 
seemed to him not to be sufficiently pro¬ 
tected by the gloomy balance of terror 
from destroying itself. 

To (his day Mint made him a modern 
man. "Kennedy’s intelligence,” James 


The shooting was seen live on TV by 
millions of viewers. Ruby was born in 
1911 in Chicago. His original name was 
Jacob Rubenstein and he had question¬ 
able relations with the underworld. 

He died of cancer while his own trial 
was still in progress. He died in the hos¬ 
pital where President Kennedy succum¬ 
bed to his injuries. 

Dallas in .1963 was a hotbed of 
right-wing extremism but the assassin, 
Lee Harvey Oswald, was a left-winger 
(inasmuch as he can be pigeonholed 
politically). The murder was the work of 
an individual. 

John F. Kennedy’s life’s work remain¬ 
ed unfinished. He left behind very little 
that was definite. His legacy is the idea 
of change. 

He saw with merciless analytical clari¬ 
ty the weakness of the political and so¬ 
cial order over which he 1 held sway. .In 
this clarity of vision he was Churchil- 
lian. 

Lyndon B. Johnson’s war on poverty 
was his .legacy. He freed America from 
the ballast of antiquated economic 
thinking and the slogans of the Cold 
War 


v y y.-i.yi y . ... 
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President Kennedy fle*t) during his visit to West Berlin In June 1963. In the middle Is 
V«In Mayor o. .he city end on the right I. Cheneellor Konred 


Adenauer. 

Reston of the A few York Times Wrote, 
“made it virtually impossible for the Eu¬ 
ropean intelligentsia to remain anti- 
American.” 

It was a revealing, topical comment. 
Kennedy was ahead of his time and 
would be even now. He was 46 when he 

died - . 

He was shot by Lee Harvey Oswald, 
an assassin so obscure that even over 20 
years biographers have failed to'prove 
he had conspiratorial links with aides or 
backers of any kind. 

Kennedy, who maintained toward 
himself the same detachment he showed 
to others, would not have called himself 
a martyr. 

Oswald, 24, spent part of his lire in 
Russia and had vague links with ai pro- 
Castro group, but that in no way chang¬ 
ed the impression that the assassination 
was an absurd and absolutely senseless 

act of individual madness. , 

Clarification of the case was particu¬ 
larly hampered by Oswald himself being 

shot and killed by bar-owner Jack Ruby 
as he wte being transferred from one 
prison to another. 


He saw both as sides of the same coin. 
He chose to abide by the law of constant 
change to which ho felt committed by 

his powerful sense of history. 

For him America ought not to allow 
itself to be deprived of its brithright of 
revolution, a revpiution that preceded 
the French, Russian and Chinese revolu¬ 
tions. . . • , 

But the overriding point was to estab¬ 
lish a bridgehead in the.thicket of mis- 
thisl between the world powers so as to 
save mankind from the ever-present 
threat, as he saw it, of nuclear war. , 
Before he could achieve this, his over¬ 
riding ambition, he had to demonstrate 
to the Soviet leader, Mr Khrushchev, the 
tough interior that lay concealed behind 
his noble manners. ' 7 ? ji : : 

In June 1961 the two men met in 
Vienna. “Our; talks on -Germany >lid 
Berlin were gloomiest/' he later tola his 
fellow-countrymen. 

In Berlin the threat of nuclear war 
was only apparent - behind the scenes;-,In 
October 1962 it dame ton head as stark 
reality for the first time in history in the 
Cuban crisis. 


Yet Berlin was ever-present in the 
minds of planners in Washington. In 
consideration of Berlin as the first pos¬ 
sible target of Soviet retaliation Presi¬ 
dent Kennedy opted for a naval block¬ 
ade of Cuba. 

He preferred a relatively limited mea¬ 
sure in response to Mr Khrushchev's 
deployment of medium-range Soviet 
missiles in Cuba. The Kremlin chose lo 
beat a strategic retreat from the Carib¬ 
bean. 

In the wake or the Cuban crisis, in 
which the superpowers turned back just 
in time from the brink of a nuclear 
abyss, Kennedy’s greatest, if short-lived, 
period began. 

He embarked on detente, an aim that 
currently seems so distant again. On 10 
June 1963 he made a speech at the Ame¬ 
rican University in Washington D.C. 
announcing that talks would soon be 
held in Moscow on ending nuclear tests. 

He saw an opportunity of using the 
calm that has descended on the Cold 
War. On 5 August 1963 the test ban trea¬ 
ty (banning all but underground tests) 
was signed. 

President’ Kennedy felt it was the 
most important achievement, historical¬ 
ly speaking, of his term in office. Prime 
Minister Nehru of India referred to it as 
a turning point in world affairs. 

; Kennedy quoted the old Chinese pro¬ 
verb of the first step on a journey of 
1,000 miles: 1,000 miles to genuine de¬ 
tente that have yet to be covered. 

Khrushchev also had 'a Chinese quo¬ 
tation at the ready. The paper tiger, he 
said, had nuclear teeth. A new style of 
thinking that bore the Kennedy hall¬ 
mark emerged from this constellation. 

It is far from useless to recall these 
ideas. They may arguably be referred to 
as the Kennedy potential of a common- 
sense Ostpolitik. 

‘. They surmounted the ideological ap¬ 
proach that prevailed in the John Foster 
Dulles era and. has returned to the fore 
in America today.. 

■ They dispensed with the moral claim 
to a monopoly and pretensions lo be 
all-powerfiil and ever-present. 

. They appreciated the limits of Ameri¬ 
can power, limits Kennedy was shame¬ 
fully confronted with in the Bay of Pigs 
episode in his fourth month in office, 

They tolerated other values and con¬ 
cepts of order, even Communist ones, 
and acknowledged the need to wait for 
solutions to mature. 

' "Peace is a process, the sum total of 
many acts," the President sMd, arid he 
left, behind a principle, governing;: the 
philosophy of history that applied, or so 
. he felt 20 years ago, to German reunifi¬ 
cation. 

There were overlapping interests even 
when opposites .seemed irreconcilable. 

, When these interests grew .stronger they 
could breakthebounds of the contradic¬ 
tions that surrounded therm A new - his¬ 
toric situation then obtained. 1 ’ 1 

What has been said So far makes 
Kennedy out to have been a peacema¬ 
ker. Ten years after his death a revionist 
school of contempbracy historians. 
sought to arrive at. an entirely different 
view of President Kennedy. 

They no longer .saw him as the foun- 
; der of detente, including German Ostpo¬ 
litik and the detente policies of Presi¬ 
dent Nixon and Secretary of State Kis- 
■ singer,. ■ ' 

■ He was now seen as the toughest of 
all cold warriors, t6 qiiotts Gpry Wills, a 
miliia'nt left-wing.writer. . . 

’ . jhe emcia) factor, when it comes to 
1 hisiory’s; judgement nimst be the view 
that Is' taken of Kennedy^ relationship 

; ' f ' ’■ Contlnuedon page8 - 
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an ;™ rg t0 recondition equipment 

oliult ■ il -™ rdW0t[d 

parallel aim is to provide work for Ger- 
mans. 

Technologies ns fer Marburg in die 

J *"?? 1 WHS bflsed o-anidea 
o f the Marburg Labour Office and 
ounded in conjunction with business 
interests in the city. 

Its aim is to use equipment discarded 
oy German companies as obsolete be- 
cause of new technology, recondition it 
and ship it out. 

Many developing countries have de¬ 
cided that it is better to use simple but 
strong equipment rather than ultra-mo¬ 
dern equipment needing highly trained 
technicians.. 


THE THIRD WORLD 


Old ironmongery finds a 
new lease of life 


7TM board member ROdiger Herpcr 
says: “Whenever possible we try to en¬ 
sure that the equipment can be operated 
with various types of energy - eleetrici- 
ty. gas, steam and solar energy.” 

The equipment must be easy to oper¬ 
ate,and usable under a wide, range of 
circumstances, says Herper 


TTM reports offers of machinery and fheatre ,am PS. oxygen equipment ^'nd 

over^h^ C ° ming in evec y da y fr om all f. ,m .P Ie electrocardiographs is only a pre- 

over the country, “from Munich - hnunarv-staae. 3 p 


money io bmld up a permanent produc¬ 
tion smd that means being competitive.” 
There is no doubt that TI’M has 

( ,° n l ' n n d F ‘ 1 n ; arkel will » great potential. 
Bonn Development Aid Minister Jtirge,, 
Warnke has put in DM 60,000 towards 
the starting capital. 

i^!! n J™ l .S“ p< ! ri,, L 0 " c °n*on.: 


HE ECONOMY 

Improvement predicted, but there’s 
doubt about how much good it will do 

. ■. ...i/iacnrnnH norp.emcnt that . ■ 


Rebuilding and adapting operating tion ^° u opc L ri ' ,ion Gorponi^ 

theatre lamps, oxygen equipment nd M ^ ^ ^^eni 

s"" 1 ' 1 "*'*-’’'-- • • 7 ,a Ml «'i»try, will ndvise TTM in Hip 


ci- ., «-‘ - llwl| s lv| umcn to 

8 cV !? ys lhe rr,anfl «er 1 Hans 
Joachim Slander. very oplimis- 


Many companies and institutions in 
the industrial .world must, keep up with 
new technologies and discard equip, 
ment that is obsolescent yet .in perfect 
working order. 

n H Th f, equi E n . em is rec onditioned..and 

^' Td WorW Editions and 
then sold to developing countries. . , 

TTM.wants to use the Third World 

3ST 8aM?ed by Charitab,e or fi«ni- 

iS raedica! e( I u tpnient, : 
for which there is much demand in the 
developing countries... 

•^?ilfif: L are bein 8 Wkcd ,o dig’ 


liminary stage. 

.Self-help, is the aim. The developing, 
countries are eventually to be enabled to 
manufacture the equipment themselves.' 

But the main aim from the beginnina 
was- to provide permanent. jobs fo? 
unemployed young skilled workere 
TTM wants to make the most efficient 

fun °^ Ub ° Ur - Offioe-job! promotion 
funds. It can point to h study by the La-i 
bour Office's Institute for Job Market 

thal fin?nr ?nal ReSearCh Whic!l s hows' 

983- DM«k anei ?P ,0 ^cnt (cost In 
f V DM5 bn ) ,s no way cheaper 
than financing the much maligned fob 
promotion measures, ABM for short/ - 
But the successful 1 use of ABM' funds 
Presupposes that the money goes into 
thal wi " not be lost 


- ji ..... iiuvise I I 

development of new products. 

This will save about DM40,000 in 
technical consultation charges during 
the two-year starting phase. 8 

DM 150 ooo M H rbllrs conlrihul «l 

Sp 10W “ rdS equippin « «* 

,JS“ has provided jobs for ]J y ounB 
skilled workers, twoof whom already 

have master, craftsman’s cenificates 
They started work,at the beginning or 

^rounded"' m ° n ' h after th = sopi »‘y 


ierc is widespread agreement that 
jus year’s GNP will grow by one 
y. But there is no such agreement 
tat this figure means. 

. Bonn Economic Affairs Ministry 
ipeen trying since September to pre- 
fihis meagre growth as an upturn. 
National Federation or Ranks has 
economy has developed 

___j ... _i_ 
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[of the year. 

Ji the daily SOddeutsche Zeitung 
Times its economic report “Pickup 
Klo upturn". 

ind the German Institute for Econo- 
iResearch warns against premature 




around their basements and Jm ? Creatm8 secure jobs that wi|j 
r°r discarded equipmmo “ s °°" aa .he funding stops. 

The equipment then goes to the ttm , 1 ? th,s that 8 ave TTM the idea to 
3S1T iS Cleaned Up Md •£* adap,ed ,eChno1 'W 10 'he Third 


wiciuucr. 

Three of 


Slauder: “We wan. to use the ABM 


590,000 WELTreoders. 


years 

ABM is financing this particular pro- 

. 

J'*! 11 ?J C *° me months before the 

cYv BuiJ ? *" be W0Tkin * capu" 
city. But Stauder has no doubt that once 

£ar ,s in ruM swing * wm be 

He: "Our aim is naturally to fom ih.« 

fn£3| b " r ° r,Ile Wrel'* But even^f we 

initi.illy manage to earn 50 per cent in 

'"cMven' Vel ! <: j? i,lk il U P us ■auotwa.- 1 " 
Cn\en such favourable success nrm 

I'ecls, ABM would be wise to eoVdnue 



The BDI expects the 1983 output to 
be down another three to five per cent. 

It is investments, today's motor for 
lhat the economy has developed tomorrow’s upturn, that worry the Bun- 
i better than expected at the begin- desbank more than many other aspects, 
oltheyear. Though this year hns seen the first 

slight rise in two years, the investment 
ratio remains to low. 

Deducting depreciation, only 1.5 per 
cent of GNP has gone into new plant 
and equipment. "Apart from a brief 
lism. phase after the first oil shock in 

P e Federation of German Industry 1973/74, this is the lowest investment 

) says there is an upward trend in rate ever to be recorded in this country” 

ur power in reroti^ naterials * manufactured und con- warns the Bundesbank, 

this pedal-powered generator m Kf goods. Business in capital goods The pickup in business fit would be 

— emer geney power to the 'mq Wining still further; and while do- going too far to speak of an upturn) is 

They are paid by the State Labour Of theatr e lights. (Phaio.diHSi, Resales have picked up, exports nre 

''“Which will pay the wages for’two “"'rihuiing lowutds the uMk E u • „ . . 

yc '!1: • ■:= TTM were unable to pJK tap™ ,h « p ing up we 1,|n . h c c k<:- 

50 per cent ^ ^cal industry and in chemicals. Al*.(i 

. .. , ard member Hans Gisscl: “Sales in 

be chtf'iner ilnn n ,SU (dec t ricil1 industry will he up four 

hunufi.'s P y,ng 1983." 

5±f output^ 

.MastedforInfiution. 

n". hu Inmv '. ^, rCmbe ', 8: m ‘ haysin a report: “Makers of electri- 
Mibsidv” 1 urn in o a perms l capita! goods are more pessimistic 

Thk’;« ii.tii.m i l l ^ lhosc making consumer goods, 

Stmider i T'i V "« ™Uook is becoming increus- 

0,1 ils «"*■■ ^(Chemical industry is doing even 
Wolfgang hoffsu fier ' Herbert Grllnewuld, chief execu- 
(l>le/eli. isworraM/ of Bayer: “The situation has im- 
» ^ markedly.” Output in the first 

m'am itt months of this year rose four per 

sem° r peace corps: putting[t— industry, which wus 


going (oo lar io speax oi an upiui 
due primarily to'consumer buying. 

This was "the main surprise of 1983" 
for former Bundesbank President Olmnr 
Emminger. 

Consumers hud less in (heir pay pac¬ 
kets this year fin real terms) than the 
year hefore because the pay increases 
were not even enough to offset the low 
2.6 per cent infiution rule. 

But the were no longer prepared to 
postpone buying. 

This meant either dipping into savings 
or saving less. 

The consequences are reflected in the 


banks. “Stagnating real incomes and the 
noticeably greater consumption in the 
past few months have changed saving 
patterns in this country," says the presi¬ 
dent of the Savings Banks Association, 
Helmut Geiger. 

Put into plain language, this means 
that when the pay did not stretch far 
enough, consumers simply saved less. 
This year's 13 per cent savings quota is 
the lowest in the past ten years. 

But next year is supposed to see the 
real upturn. The economic research in¬ 
stitutes forecast a growth of two per 
cent. The bankers’ association even goes 
so far as to consider 2.5 per cent possi¬ 
ble, describing this as a reason to “look 
to 1984 with some confidence." 

Westdeutsche Landesbank analysts 
are even more optimistic about indus¬ 
trial output. They speak of 3.5 per cent. 

But even if these forecasts are accura¬ 
te the would be little improvement for 
the unemployed. 

"The job market remains the. main 
problem for our economic policy despite 
the favourable economic development," 
says the bankers' association. 

The “favourable development" will 
do no more than ofTset last year’s de¬ 
cline. Taking into account that there was 
a negative GNP growth in 1982, this 
year’s one per cent growth boils down to 


zero. 


And even two or 2.5 per cent growth 
next year would only just be enough to 


ofiset the decline of the past few years. 
And since productivity continued to rise 
during that period, fewer people are 
now needed to make the same quantity 
of goods. 

Economic cycles are no longer what 
they used to be. Structural changes and 
saturated markets prevent the economy 
from rising to a markedly higher level 
after a crisis. 

With a whiff of nostalgia, Otmur 
Emminger draws attention to the fact 
that in 1968, the first recovery year after 
the 1967 recession, the growth rate was 
5.8 per cent and that after the 1975 re¬ 
cession the following recovery year had 
a growth rate of 5.4 per cent. 

Expectations for 1983 and 1984 were 
weak by comparison. 

The economic research institutes fear 
that 1984 will see 2.4 million out of work 
(annual average) — 100,000 more than 
this year. 

Although the Federal Labour Office 
reported that the seasonally adjusted 
number of jobless for September did not 
rise for the first Lime in three-and-a-half- 
years, there is nothing to indicate that 
the number of people out of work will 
go down in the foreseeable future. 

Economic Affairs Minister Count 
Lambsdorff has assured Dild Zeitung 
that there will be “no horror figure like 
three million jobless.” But even he ex¬ 
pects this winter's peak unemployment 
to reach 2.7 million. 

Thus for the unemployed, it makes 
hardly any difference how growth rates 
are interpreted. 

There is no likelihood of an upturn 
strong enough to markedly reduce 
unemployment, says the German Insti¬ 
tute Tor Economic Research. 

The Bundesbank says conditions for 
an upturn are not bad: “The financial 
Continued on page 8 


he Cabinet has worked out detuils 
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Imuiiauy, wiiik.ii 

»hive spearheaded the upturn, has had 

Ukmnli _ .. ■ ■> 


experience where it is wanted' 

TTCMilvu Stushas not improved tu the extent the 

WrSnAU...- i._ ■ i■ .i 


Pt nfcnw l)> HtibtnUn.nc.4kL 




£rgrj83U2&: 
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N lntleen retired people have been 
sent Io the Third World us advisers 

cwTa P R nelds undcr the ous Pi- 
°r » Bonn-sponsored organisation 

SE i ! . ln ® ' he beginning of the year. 
Senior Experts’ Sen-ice provides 


ssss5»^ 


........ modem it provides on the 

. most important economic 



' —- "iin expertise u 

tire Thlu" ° f t S ® n ' 0r P e °P le ready to re- 
tire. They include tradesmen and peonJe 

: 3 sas.--w.-ja 

ch^H P ? ieS , Usins the reheme are 

fooH^nnw C0St V accommodation 
Od and a dady allowance of DM30. 

added fo U r «H an °i ther 20 *** cem wil! ^ 
added for administrative costs to make 

th e subsidy from the Bonn DeveJ- 

opmem Aid Ministry which is to 

dropped in 1986. 0 bc 

The aim of SES Is not only altruistic 

businesTsndkeeptho 

J »ua?ri«. W ,S P ° ,Sib ' a r ° r «K 

More than 600 newly retired exnenc 
SES." 1X01 women - are re 8i«ered P with 

" P,n,on po5,pone «i"- 

i-ca-Mraj.- 

Kii ,du r? ,h r BoAi ^“ 

It a belated quest for adven- .. 


: -.... .iuj/ivuo HI HIV KAIWI1I HIV 

books seemed to indicate, says the 

lure, says Peter Olumnns,»ictW 

nior government official whoN i.'Thougb thero was a sleep rise in plan- 
completed his first stint in Eolfffc P Permissions in the first half of the 
Brazil. , ®r, there were fewer housing starts 

_ _ Most simply refuse to comew I® Wlw year. 

Third World tMuntrie^hh S ilh bein B thrown on the scraps ^ German Institute for Economic 

the person of senior oeonle i 6 W For lhcn1, worki,, S for ,hc aVt ^ Mrch th “efore expects construction 

-- * * ' v P readv ro re ’ challenge. . ■ JWJ only one to two per cent this 

Bui a certain idealism also But there will,be a considerable 
role. Oltmanns says there were frovement next,year, 
days in ul| his working lifp . raot ? r industry is in much the 

the Federal Housing AdminK!l*y* WMtim. Talk of an upturn has 
that were as hectic as his workfof ,, fc!^ K ^P set I hy the reality. Figures arc 
ral cooperative in Entre Rios. 0,1 ‘®st year. 

Starting work at 8.30 a.m., he sales have been good, but 

s planners jn. l .*5lE L ls only part Of the industry’s btiisi- 
to the problem* ® 


Starting work at 8.30 a.m 
with the co-op’ 


find solutions to the pruuipuf t 
mers and develop a bettergrowth rates for newly li- 
After his day’s work, he wouWtrJEr, cars * n Germany have not been 
available until late at night lo °^ s et the drop in exports, 

advice. . ,jIL . * output of cars and station wa- 


ij’.i 


T he k ilOlllUl HUM WUIKVU UUI WIU1I3 

of a plan for retirement at 59. Re- 
lireuieni now is m 63 or 65, depending 
on pension conditions. 

Under the new scheme, which is de¬ 
signed to reduce unemployment, wor¬ 
kers aged 59 would he able to retire at 
65 per cent or their last gross salary. 

When replacement workers were hir¬ 
ed, the Federal Labour Office would 
pay employers 40 per cent of the cash 
puid to the retiring workers. 

The scheme, intended to come into 
force next year, would be valid until re¬ 
tiring workers renciied normal retire¬ 
ment age, when they would quality for 
the normal pension. 

Lubour Minister Norberl Bilim had to 
overcome stiff opposition from Finance 
Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg and Eco¬ 
nomic Affairs Minister Count Otto 
Lambsdorff to get Cabinet approval for 
the plan, which will run until the end of 
1988. 

Labour Office calculations show that 
an employee earning about DM3,000 
gross a month would take home 
DM1,500 based on 65 per cent oT the 
gross. This is 70 per cent of his last net 
pay and is thus higher than unepiploy- 
ment benefit. 

Special vacation and Christmas bonu¬ 
ses will not be subsidised by the Labour 
Office. But this does not mean they ean- 
not be made part of a collective bar- 


Retirement at 
59 under 
new Bonn plan 


The older workers 

There are 900,000 workers In West 
.Germany aged between 59 and 84* 


advice. .,“ flu,: * 0W Pul «. vara ana station wa- 

Apart from his regular work. fe QWn one per cent against last 
instrumental in establishing a . 1 ™ m ercial vehicles are down as 

light alloy roofing made underkf - m\ percent. ’ 

froft^ a German company. nUi4 ioior inH Ulscbe ^odesbank expects the 
U is possible that a project io ^ output as a whole to be - nt hp mjlde . 

China, which was negotiated by «is ein .!. p ® r cenl lhis year. But in 1984: • 

of Duisburg, will result in Inertia :' P«tted to grown five per cent. 8 n g th DCns i 0 ns 

low-up orders for German com* w “«e off. The level of , Since ^‘nbu^su tire 

The first three ih %$**”** *« that of be 

going to Wuhan look a crash . s 5 ^ 

Chinese languige and culture- . ^ ancl industrial 

Thdy are to help update obstw* ■ h. still feeling the pinch of the 
dustrial plant.* • • : ■" 1 1930,'- HC P '; al Soods recession since the 

••••" - • m/gitKnUB*** j^^the president of the industry’s 

■^“’“.Tyll Neeker. put it. 



■who make 
social 
security 
payments 


and older,and who have been unem¬ 
ployed for a year become, eligible to 
■draw pensions on reaching |he ageiof 60. 


fund will be based on the lower p 
retirement pay, pensions will also 
somewhat lower - on average, 
DM44.50 a month. 

Blflm intends to support the scheme 
by tightening up on what is known as 
the 59 Ran. Under this, workers aged 39 


■aw pensions on Teacntng tnc ngoiwi w. 
: This costs the pensions fund about 
DM i .7bn a year. The cost to the Labour 
Office is aboiit .DM700hi.' i | ; / .V 

: Under the new provisions, unem¬ 
ployment benefits will only be paid to 
workers from shrinking branches of In¬ 
dustry, says BlOm. Up fo novf. an em¬ 
ployer laying off a worker aged 59 or 
over who has been with the company for 
ten years or longer has had to pay the 
'worker’s unemployment benefits unless 


he could prove that this would cause fi¬ 
nancial hardship. 

Blflm' considers the pre-retirement 
scheme as paving the way for a em¬ 
ployment pact between the parties to. 
collective bargaining. 

He expects some, 18,000 workers to 
make use of the scheme in its first year, 
followed by 72,000 and 78,000 respec¬ 
tively in the next two years. <. 

About half of these vacancies could 
become jobs for the unemployed. • 

The scheme is unlikely to be offered 
to employees in the public sector due to 
tight finances, Blflm said. 

He also stresses that the job market in 
that sector cannot be compared :with 
private industry. . 

The Labour Ministry puts the 'cost of i 
the new scheme to the state at an annual. 
DM 54m for each 10,0Q0 retiring wor¬ 
kers. .... 

The Minister said that as soon as the. 
financial position of the pensions fund 
.permits theTeligibility age-for,regular: 
pensions will be made more flexible. But| 
the age limit will not be lowered below. 
■63. 

Norbert Blflm .also wants to. review 
! labour and social legislatiqniand remove \ 
obstacles; tomb re. employment.; » 

He wants to adapt company pensions ■ 

: schemes to the economic situation and • 

; allow employment contracts with a time 
j limit. . 

1 Regulations governing protection for 
! young people, women bud'the handi- 
1 capped \yill be reviewed and provisions; 
hampering their employment rescinded. 

! There is also to.be*a tightening of re- 
i gulations to prevent the abuse of disabi- ; 
1 lity pensions; Fart-time work is to be en-; 
couraged. ■■ 

1 Wolfgang Koch 

(KOlnor Sladt-Anzeiger. 19 November 1983) 
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■ BUSINESS 

Complaint panel 

for the 

upset customer 

Christ und Welt 

$GciniTtfer SDtcrfur 


people who think they I,live been 
JL cheated in business deals can take 
their complaint to u variety of arbitra¬ 
tion panels. 

There are car-repair panels, televi- 
P ane,s ’ dry-cleaning 


regardless of the amount at stake, and 
this acts as a deterrent. 

If a formal hearing is needed, the 
panel makes an hourly charge. This 
means, of course that it ’is hardly worth 
pursuing cases involving small amounts. 

On the other hand, where the amount 
in dispute is large, the panel is still much 
cheaper than a civil court. 

In the case of this panel, it has legal 
standing. The winner of a case is reco¬ 
gnised as such legally. 

No German court has the same 
amount of expertise as this panel. 

The advantages of resorting to it be¬ 
come obvious in (he light of the draw¬ 
backs a court case in construction mut¬ 
ters involves: luck or expert knowledge 
draw-mu proceedings and total aliena¬ 
tion between the parties. 


— cgembef ,|in. 4 December 1983 


the german tribune 


Improvement in the 


m me econo* 

Continued from page 7 » . 

basis fora lasting upturn,essentially rid- fightiimLT^V 0 heip H 
mg on investments, is belter tocluv than pay k 4 '' hour 
it has been in a long time, “It says in ■, . 

report. * ‘‘ ( , ' ^Ployors, on the 

“This could pave (he way for a sun- !'“! “ ' 5 ' hour on full!;’ 
tamed growth and an improvement in n u,lc, »P*«ynient. *' 

tlic employment situation, but only if t|, e light against Art 

overall economic climate is not subjec- h . ,,s Wt,n support fju 

ted to new strains." iltfshnnk President Karl nj! 

bit strains are in the offing. Such sick C lu ! ,Kvll,M ' 1 Idraut Kohl ]W 

ndustnes as coal, steel and shipbuilding UK of shin?" 

will have to resort to mass lay oil's, which ,wurs ;,s 11 "“ww of nghtb^ 

COU d v in.. ... infill 


^COMMUNICATIONS 

Satellite TV: swamping the 

viewer with pictures 




« tni«f )UI 7 . Ca f conslruction mut- wi» huve to resort to mass layoffs whirl, 
olves: luck of expert knowledge, col| ld easily make consumers rein ■, 

raw-out proceedings and total aliena- to buy. 9 mU ' S rcl,Kla,H 

^ between the parties. The most powerful economic locomo- 

The construchon pane | has received l ! vc SQ far has been private c.msuinn 

ore than 200 inquiries, ahm.t lion. 1 wH,M " n P' 


, —k—i pnucis. ary-cieamnc #u ZZTV . . ,,rt * received ” w «■« neen private consinnr 

panels and plumbing panels. The cons- r°\j I? 3 / 1 200 ll,c I u »ries, about equally ,I0n - 

truction industry has a panel loo. frZ,i between customers and cons- , Bm Emminger says that consumers 

oan L ! r 51 . y™ ^ rar-repair trade’s 88 “f"™ T" ,et will no longer dip into their saving " , 

panels heard about 11,500 cases. *™“ n “ involved range between ll,al ‘ l,a 'educed savings rule will ,, r „ .' 

More than half are settled without DM J 0 ' 000 and DM60,000. Some are * passin 8 Phenomenon. 

etrLr,'"! an 1 ° niy one ' n T . Ex P° r .‘ ll0 P« "Iso deceptive. IDur- 

a decision * bC take " ri8hI throu 8l' to f Far , f ™ m a 'l complaints reach the I" 8 !!? 1110 Sin S a POtc. former Chancel. 
Th ? , ■ fcrmal hearing stage. Some 20 ca es lor Heimu 'Schmidt warned againsi rin- 

feXs- p™- srr hhope - ■ —^ 

5 Sara=ass as a ,r£?i= 

cauru if h ■ a ^ in f tbe case t0 the civil Windhoek in South-West Africa und *5* ^ C,,rs b<dorc there is tin upturn 
decision^ hC “ "* hapPy W,th ,he P ane, 's Adeiaide ‘ Australia. ‘ nd h would he until October m* if- 

^=SS~ 

Rinkfur. mode, is S' .™*- &*-«. aaM 


yard operators for sm 2* Frtinkfurl "lodcl is likely l0 

The main complaint is the amount 

charged. Another is bad workmanship (Rhcin . ^ Mhnghausen 

-There are not many- complaints ahnui Rh hcr Merkur/ihrisi und Wch 

unnecessary work. 11 November i9M 

enough the nmoutus involv- 

deal with behvee^DM10(hind DMOOo” c »n«lnu B d from page 6 

car X ullAmerk ielnnm th ° m0Sl (ru ^ of 

or 29 panels established by the industry Thnrn V* 1 *™ 1 *"^™*l*. 

bp?nrn UPSel '“J®" 1 ®" do not have to go iniii"- n i he > n <; den y in e lh «l he was 
| b I fpr f U p ? nel * a talk with the re- STS .? c,nn1 cd b y Euerrilln warfare. 


Paul Belhnghnusen 
(Rbciniichcr Merkur C hrisi und Well. 

II November 19(0) 


Continued from page 6 


would lend to falling int^ 
recovery. 1 L *' “ |Mwondill «" **«r u 

Moil* the unions und industry have 
ur ged the government to tuke action. 


mem. ° 

I-ven the Chancellor*^ 

-nceru over economies, 

U; N.uiomil Congress of 

•>» Democrats: «We nrenon, 

K ,,ln,1 P. he said. "Bui «»-i 
over it.” 

Industry says that just sSljf 
upturn is not enough. 

The national federation of *L 
known in this country as 
und Rititreisenbanken said a m 
weeks ago that it was still ^ 
whether there was un upturn infrt 
mg that could ride on itsowna." 
turn. 

Hie l-vderation, promoiingbis 
cause, urged a grmvih-oricmri 
policy - not to boost private & 
but to motivate the work forced 
dusirv. 

ll also urged (lie governmenttoi 
ver on its promise to remonp 
mem obstacles. 

I ; veil il all this were to happen.li 
at best three per cent growth art) 
will do liule for (he jobless. 

Richard & 
l Pic Zcii, IS Ncnwts 


levant trades organi.ation is enough r to 
getan unbureauCratio solution; 

Chambers of commerce ulso huve 
"!. ypancis ‘ A Chamber or Commerce 
and Industry survey shows that they 
handle an average of 25.000 complaints 

ascflufi c ° n J sl . ructi °n industry has a panel 
established in the middle of last year bv 
the Rhine-Main Chamber of Trades * 

fidd. rf,h aW ° n 35 experts in v ^ous 
Me ds of the construction industry. Dis¬ 
putes are usually settled quickly y 

However, the panel charges a set fee 


a nut C ho h ? incd fop SuerrUh. flC . 

sent to Vietnam^ n ° li1 si " 8la ™«Hp. 

Pulitzer Prize-winner David Ihilhers- 
t.im who has made out the Kennedy Li- 
beralisn* of the “best and most imclli- 
sent to be to blame for escalation in 
Vietnam, is subtler in his revisionism. 

anfT' , V u WlSthaUhe MW** activists 

£ 5 ??wai 

v= ttTA-zrj 


F. Kennedy 


When this guilt theory is reduced to 

niuv he hdrf ‘ W 'i* bU rea,i * ci1 ,hul hhime 
may he laid on Kennedy i.iberiilisin hm 

noujn President Kennedy himS ' ' 

wnen lie died there were I6.9fj» us 

military advisers in South Vietnam and 

uJZT , ,T S ' <Shor,, y before hand he 

v.sers n ^ ^ W,,hdr “ VV1,, t,r ,a00 « «d- 
u' . Q V n p ™ tesl “gainst the dictatorial 

N8 °- Dinh ° k ' m 

can c r S n °‘ laCking in symbo,ic signifi- 
The Kennedy team only became dan- 


gerous in connection with the Vo 

commitment fat the height ofwhSi 

a million Americans were figl# 
< omimmiM Nlortlij when they «t*i 
longer moderated hv it llioughlfull 
tier. 

In lw,2 Senator Mike Mi»w 
made a pessimistic report to theft 
dent on the way in which Amefiu 1 
being dragged into the war. 

Kennedy later said, in privoie: ,, b 
annoyed at Mike and annoyed aim* 
for agreeing with him. 1 ' 

Hn mute for Texas and the a«^ 
bullet he told a personal aeqaaina* 
and an unimpeachable source of # 
mution. that he had finally d««W' 
withdraw all military advisen fe 
Vietnam after re-election in 1964. 

Herbert m tod 
iSQddeutsche Zellunf. 19 Novtc-^ 1 ' 


3 e aan- iSoddeuische Zetlunj. l9Nm«rf 

220,000 O, -- 



Who manufactures what? 

S S # Upp,tere and products 
send for quotations comoare 
prices, track downipedal 

buvino an SUpp,y ' Cdt ^sts by 
Du yng at lower prices. y 

8 Terence w°rk every 

«We 9 rtT mnlSh0Ul,lhave 

marks C L>J nbludlb9 ®.«»trade 
marks, are arranged 

alphabetically, complete with 


™d n re f s8 ClUrerSOrSUppller ’ s 

eaLh s P up 0 pTe " Umb0r iS lteled ,i>r 

MOO pages A4. Indexed in 
English and French, 

Price: DM88.16 post free In 
Germany. DM75 cif abroad. 


Order direct from us or from 
your regular bookseller. 


1 tween five and 10 satellites laun- 
lud by Western European coun¬ 
cil within a few years be able to 
TV programmes beyond nationnl 

o satellites, one French, the other 
un. will start the ball rolling at the 
nf next year or early in 1985. Each 
relay five channels. 

5 in pails of Central Europe viewers 
be able to receive between 20 and 40 
Jarnmes mostly through probably 
acting on special rooftop aerials. 

! likely alternative is cable TV: the 
immes would received at a ground 
n and then cabled in to domestic 
inters. 

i March 1982 the European Purlia- 
ncalled for uniform European regu- 
«is governing the protection of 
igpeople from unsuitable trunsmis- 
sand the use of advertising revenue 
nance programmes. 

i lems also seem likely to arise 
pyright provisions. 

EEC Commission in Brussels is 
; proposals, but agreement will 
) be reached with Austria and 
land as non-members of the 
jn Market. 

r?te arrangements may well need 
ade with Liechtenstein, Monaco 
i Marino, and Spain and Fortn¬ 
ey don't join the EEC. 

European Parliament has also 
ora Eurapeun channel, to be re- 
>und the clock on one of the five 
Is of each EEC national satellite, 
dea is attractive. At present only 
Jjn in the Benelux countries and 
«T areas of France and < iermany 
s« European affairs as others see 

K. 

I p Ihey can tune in to the ncigh- 
pog country's view or the European 
| crisis or the Advantages nnd disud- 
PjtyK of the common agricultural 

and arts programmes could also 
wilted all over Western Europe, 
lrTen 1 affairs coverage on the 
jnnel could give Italians, 
n [tsh, Irish and French viewers 
Mdea of intra-German prob- 
; has the GDR and Berlin. 

C8s ** n S authorities in several 
n countries ran an experimental 
gramme for a week last year. It 
-rvised by Dutch TV. 

indudcd Austrian, 
PnS* ltal,an and Yugoslav TV, 
the Manchester-based 
feJ^Mttl'opeiaior. and ARD, 
«^ el 1 °r Federal Republic TV. 

Ctrii rins,a| i°n six lan- 
^slnc.. subl,des >n several others 

r»i>Esoi“d COnsidered a problem 


DAV-Verlagshaus 
Poslfach 11 03 20 
D-6T00 Darmstadt 
Federal Republic of Germany 

Tel.: (0 61 51J 3 36 61 


Wo»«. S ? em to be programme 
^ ahit^ nterS i wbo b ?* d European 

w be can a kr yC t 0,0 ® ical views and 
T tttuJ^ 5 e °^ C0 9P er ating in such 



Futures v,u ' , P B raung in such 

mSt 1 !* Cu, 7 ent affairs coverage, 
n , S J be ab J ecll y pro-EEC. 
P ea could merely take a Euro¬ 


pean look at regional, national and 
world affairs. 

The multinational and multilingual 
TV future grows steadily nearer Tor Wes¬ 
tern Europe and adjacent areas of the 
East Bloc. 

But the mills of the EEC. the Council 
of Europe and even nation-states grind 
exceeding slow. 

Socialists, Social Democrats and other 
progressive political farces are barricad¬ 
ing themselves in most European coun¬ 
tries behind a Maginot line that seems 
sure to be ridden over roughshod by 
technological developments, 

They will hear no wrong of the cur¬ 
rent semi-official broadcasting corpora¬ 
tions, which they feel guarantee a modi¬ 
cum of political balance, social aware¬ 
ness and even civic education. 

They would prefer to see this role 
maintained nt national level because of 
fears of foreign influence. 

Rudolf Wedekind, a German Chris- 
tiun Democrat member of the European 
Parliament, outlines the shape of things 
to come in a realistic and by no means 
reactionary manner in his book PlUdoyer 
ftlr dns [Iurop.1ische Fernsehen (The 
Case for European TV). 

Larger Western European countries 




4*gs*r 


Dish of the future 


The television serial of the not-so-dlstant future. In a few years, dish antennas such 
as this one made by AEG-Telefunken will be a common sight on domestic roofs. 

(Phoio: AQG-Tclefunken] 


such as Britain, France, Germany and 
Italy will be sure to want to use at least 
one of their five channels to beam pro¬ 
grammes in their own or foreign langua¬ 
ges at other countries. 

Semi-official or commercial operators 
would be allocated the other channels 
depending on respective countries' 1 fi¬ 
nancial positions and their governments’ 
politics. 

For financial reasons the satellites run 
by smaller countries would probably be 


Technology brings information 
— in a pandora’s box 


Nonlwest^Zeitung 


A houl 650 manufacturers showed off 
the most advanced sound, vision 
and text transmission equipment at 
Telecom '83 in Geneva. 

Their displays formed part of 70 na¬ 
tional exhibits covering areas of up to 
5,000 square metres, or one and a quar¬ 
ter acres, each. 

The stand run by the three dozen least 
developed countries in the world, 36 
Afro-Asian countries, was small in com¬ 
parison. 

They had little to show for themselves 
other than maps or enormous areas be¬ 
reft of communications of any kind. 

They symbolised the point made by 
Bonn Posts and Telecom Minister Chris¬ 
tian Schwarz-Schilling in terms of tele¬ 
phones. 

Three quarters or the world’s tele¬ 
phones, he said, were in eight industria¬ 
lised countries, whereas 150 countries 
shared the other quarter. 

Telecommunication for Everyone was 
the motto of Telecom '73, organised by 
the International Telecommunications 
Union. 

It was a motto that was music to the 
ears of the world’s telecom industry. 
Countries with few facilities if any are 
an enormous potential market, always 
providing they can afford the outlay. 

A geostationary satellite, for instance 
costs roughly SISOm, plus a further $5m 
to S 10m for ground station facilities. 

Government and industry in advanc¬ 
ed countries such> as'the Federal Re¬ 


public of Germany are keen'to finance 
projects of this kind. 

The World Bank has so far invested 
two per cent of its aid in telecommuni¬ 
cations technology. Much would have 
been achieved If this percentage were to 
be doubled. 

At the ITU in Geneva officials stress 
that telecommunications don’t follow, in 
the footsteps of economic.development; 
they are a.prerequisite for it. 

Another point made in Geneva was 
that a .mere three satellites would be 
enough ;o meet the national TV network 
needs of the entire Third World. 

Indonesia, which had a stand of its 
own, is a pattern of islands extending 
over an area of 4,000km (2,500 miles). It 
has run a telecom satellite of its own for 
eight years. 

The main exhibitors in Geneva Were 
the United States, the Federal Republic 
of Germany, France, Japan, Italy, Swit¬ 
zerland and Great Britain. ' 

Each managed to corner up to 5,000 
out of the total exhibition area of 72,000 
square metres. The rahge of facilities 
they had on show extended from what 
housewives might need to telecom sys¬ 
tems verging on science fiction.'’ ' ' ’ 

Between these two extremes there 
were the more modest stands of the 
Scandinavian countries (a jointktarid for 
Sweden, Denmark, NorWay and Fin* 
land) or, say, Austria, Which featured a 
genuine Vienna 1 coffee house/ 

Then there were Belgium and Brazil,' 
which was on its own in representing 
Latin America and boasted no fewer 
than 25 companies, including many mul- 
tis... 

Exhibiting alone.was not enough, al- 


farmed out entirely to commercial oper¬ 
ators. 

The Bundespost lays claim to a mo¬ 
nopoly of aerials to receive satellite TV. 
Herr Wedekind feels this claim is unrea¬ 
listic and possibly may not stand up in 
court. 

Many-felt Granada provided just as 
satisfactory and impartial, coverage as 
the semi-official broadcasting corpora¬ 
tions in last year’s experiment. 

• Erich Hauser 

(Genera!-Anzeiger Bonn, 12 November I9R3) 


though many paying visitors will have 
been-impressed by mock-up satellites or 
rockets, by gigantic dish .antennas or 
ground and tracking stations. 

They may well have noticed the pace 
at which Saudi Arabia and Morocco, for 
instance, are busy expanding.their tele¬ 
phone networks. 

But what mattered most to exhibitors 
was the trade represtpitalives from coun¬ 
tries all over the world who were in Ge¬ 
neva to order the most suitable equip¬ 
ment or entire systems for their govern¬ 
ments. 

,Telecommunications is a DMISObn 
market that could easily be doubled in 
size, orso the industry hopes. So ihe in¬ 
centive is certainly there. 

But for an organisation such as the 
ITU, with a membership of . 158 coun¬ 
tries, profit naturally matters less than 
what might be termed higher values.' 

In this case it wa$ a matter of the free 
exchange of information proclaimed by 
the Conference bri Security and Cooper¬ 
ation in Europe in'the Helsinki accords. 

Technically (his frei flow is no prob-' 
lem, it was clear in Geneva. But it is an 
intractable problem for the politicians. 

Theire are states that are not vei*y in¬ 
terested in the idea, especially when’ the 
free exchange is spiced with political 
viewpoints/ 1 . : ■ < 

Worse still; data protection problems 
also arise. Wlth'the growing'opportuni¬ 
ties for transmission there is an increas¬ 
ing risk, of confidential information 
being handed on, , • 

The legal ;side of telecomipunications, 
has assumed such importance that jt was 
the subject of the first-ever special sym¬ 
posium on the subject .as pa’ttbf’theITU 
gathering.' 1 • . !'i 

It was attended by abqut‘ 3,0p() politi¬ 
cians, scientists, engineers^nid represen¬ 
tatives of administration, industry and 
research. '* ■•'' ' ■ • 

■ ■ 1 •’ WalterMeth •' 

(Nordwest Zcltuiig, ¥ November J9SJ) 
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Hans Werner Richter and the influence 
of the disbanded Gruppe 47 

(ten about nnv. 


M uch has been written about nov¬ 
elist and literary organiser Hans 
Werner Richter, 75. It is striking how 
agreed people are in their praise of the 
man and his work. 

His work is highly regarded, people 
are unstinting in their regard for Richter 
himself. He has close friends among wri¬ 
ters in all ranks of the profession. 

A wave of gratitude certainly swept in 
his direction in the festschrift to mark 
the end of the Gruppe 47 thirty years af¬ 
ter it was founded in 1947. 

. Richter, 75 on 12 November, has told 
his tale, and that of the Gruppe 47, best 
himself in what was originally planned 
as a series of radio programmes. 

Entitled How the Gruppe 47 Began 
and What It Was, it makes it clear that 
the group was not, and could not possi¬ 
bly have been, just a run-or-the-mill lit¬ 
erary coterie. 

He ran it throughout its 30-year life 
span. It owed to him its survival as a 
group of entirely individual and distinct 
writer personalities. 

Its survival was also due to the way in 
which he arranged the group’s meetings. 
He personally invited members to attend 
gatherings held at a wide range of venues. 

They weren't just restricted to the ci¬ 
ties .where the literary world foregathers. 
The group met in small towns, in coun¬ 
try mns, in stately homes and Tar away 
from the city lights in places you will 
hardly find on the map. 

' Richter as organiser or the meetings 
eroived the concept of reading, listening 



and criticising that was practised in a 
manner unprecedented among German 
literary groups this century. 

Authors criticised the work of other 
authors before their work was presented 
to a wider public. 

It was an experiment that led to 
friendships and enmities alike, but one 
man, Hans Werner Richter, was invaria¬ 
bly on friendly terms with all concerned. 

In retrospect, Gruppe 47 can definite¬ 
ly be said to have been the most impor¬ 
tant group of independent writers in the 
Federal Republic since the war. It made 
its mark on German writing. 

Its origins were in the days of PoW 
camps and Allied occupation. It aimed 
lo make a fresh start in literature. Rich¬ 
ter himself only began writing during 
the war and in US internment as n pri¬ 
soner-of-war. 

He had previously been connected 
with literature as a bookseller. He wus 
born in 1908 on the italtic island or 
Usedom, where his father was a fisher¬ 
man. 

In SwinomOnde he served an appren¬ 
ticeship as a bookseller before moving 
to Berlin in the late 1920s to join the 
growing ranks of the unemployed. 

He fought the Nazis, escaped to Paris, 
returned to Germany and saw active* 
service in the Second World War: all 


stations in his lifa that supplied the ma¬ 
terial he was to use in his writing. 

It began as journalism in his PoW 
camp. On his release from internment lie 
went on to edit one or the first post-war 
literary magazines. 

He and Alfred Andcrsch published 
Der Ruf, the legendary magazine or the 
post-war generation that was only able 
to voice its critical views in 1946 and 
1947. It was then banned by the US mili¬ 
tary government. 

His next magazine, lo be entitled Der 
Skorpion, never got beyond the plan¬ 
ning stage, but it formed the germ-cell of 
what later became the Gruppe 47. 

The new magazine may have failed to 
gel off the ground, but the group was 
launched later (hat year. 

As a writer Richter was an immediate 
success with his first novel, Die Ge- 
sch/agenen, 1949. It was translated into 
many languages. He wus awarded the 
1951 Fontane Prize. 

The novel was a daring venture in its 
3 »he first book on the Second 
World War written by an ex-serviceman 
to he published in Germany. 

He described personal experiences 
such as the battle for Monte C'ussino us 
seen Irani the German side, life us an 
American PoW in ii camp where Nazi 
propagandists continued to terrorise the 
inmates with visions of a hopeless fu¬ 
ture. 

His second novel, Sic Helen am Got- 
tes Hand, 1951, won him the 1952 Ren* 
Schickel e Prize. It took u wider, Liuro- 



we CINEMA 

■pne courtroom-shooting drama, 
wo good ways to make monev 


glilms are being madc.aboul Mu- 
y Bachmeier, the woman who 
Seek courtroom shot dead the 
E^ed Of murdering her daughter, 
[would suggest that there is not 
other material in Germany wor¬ 
ding into films. The only ques- 
W of which has the least taste, 
producer of one, Dieter Schidor. 
r One film is intellectually lasle- 
ie other is just tasteless.’’ 

directors are closely linked with 
Hans Werner . Sw,though in different ways: Hark 

POW camp iwhose film Keine 'Zeit fOr Trdnen 

ft Time For Tears') will be made in 
fcprg, Is a laW graduate. • • 

pcan view of what people U (khard Driest, whose Annas Mutter 
through. ft Mother) will be shot in Munich, 

People in various Europium ex-law student and subsequent 
ore portrayed in the fangs ofii robber who spent three-and-a-haIf 
ideologies locked in conflict behind bare. 1 '• 

He also made n nameforiia tels Maflanne Bachmeier will be 
literary editor, poetry publish 4 by-Germany’s newest star, Gu- 
ter or travel books. He wtmat tandgrebe who made a name for 
a whole range of novels at if in Die flambierle Frau. 
about post-war social and p Sni'r lead will be the-Austrian uc- 
trends. MarieColbin. He had at one point 

lie dealt with the WirtsMi fwlibthe idea of having Marianne 
or “economic miracle" of (feeler play herself. 


ness to pay tribute to this woman. But at 
the same lime you realise that you can’t 
do that and you start pondering. 

“That will be an important aspect of 
my film. And then there's the intellec¬ 
tual plane: the ineptitude of the judici¬ 
ary that goes on wrecking an already 
wrecked life.” 

He said lie spent one-und-a-lialf years 
“this enormous and eerie maze of 


m 


Row at writers’ 
association 
comes to head 


post-wnr reconstruction, and. 
wing opposition to the eomxijj 
Spurvn ini Sunde (Tracts i 
is not only one of his bulk 
titles: it also indicates ho* 
how gone-with-the-windan;^ 
unearth traces of this kind mud 
Woirgung Stauchroa 

l Nurd weM Zeilunj, 12 



"O^rnt Engel man n and the other six 

U members of the national executive 

committee of the German Wrirpn' A c . n 

: ,.7 , Biinn Winers Asso- “™“‘U ujr misiaKe. 

pujefthat havdshairen ^he orgmiisatl on" tio^toanX’^ion Wd?by 
^Mirnch .novelist., .and writer Eniei: >jann in a letter to General JWlskf 

the Polish leader. ’ 


This was a reference to increasing cri¬ 
ticism levelled nt Engclmann, who was 
re-clccled unopposed Inst spring as 
chairman of the association. 

Fifty writers, including many well- 
known authors such us Gllnter Cirnss 
recently wrote (0 Engelmann reinforcing 
criticism nnd pressure on him to resign. 

The latest move of his that prompted 
criticism was his public appeal lo this 
years German Booksellers’ Association 
peace prize-winner, Manis Sperber. to 
return the award. ■ 

rlTl™ 1 !!' { * ler said he h «d merely 
referred to Sperber having accepted the 

award by mistake. - 


The man in eye of the stoed 


l ' m • - —o-mmwwuii, 

.Munich novelist,, .and writer Eniel- 
r*fiaw-commilteemen re- 
s'gned afie^.a meeting in Stuttgart. They 
will remain in office In a caretaker capa¬ 
city until fresh elections are held next 
March,. 


The association is affiliated-to [G 
Drack und Papier, the printing, qno 
paper;-workers’: union, rts- executive 
claims to .-have resigned to • forestall a 
split in the association's ranks. 

' Their purpose in resigning was also to 
ensure a fresh start in trade union activl- 


_ Grass and the others felt the Writers' 
Association executive had in writing 

heir letter called on the Polish authori- 

t es to set up a writers' association con¬ 
sisting of Quislings. * 

.Engelmann said |he letter, described 
by Grass as unacceptable, had been 
written at end of August jointly with 
the German PEN Centre and qpuldn'l 

plied tCrPrCtCd t0 mCan what Grass im- 



huve been the main reason 
life jin a writer, lie reacted * 
Micial injustice and violence.tfF' 1 
from the right. 

It may also account forl^W® 
his sense of commitment hasoca^l 
ly been too outspoken 


MIVIWLIIIIg II — — 

gel, before working fall-timf* 1 
from 1961. 

Hc has written many 



facts and emotions, trying to find some 
clarity." 

He often visited Murianne Bachmeier 
in prison, and. he followed the trial 
throughout. One of the coveted chairs in 
the first spectators' row was permanent¬ 
ly kept available lo him. This way, he 
got to know her milieu and her friends. 

He says mpdestjy: M I think Tm one of 
the people who Imows most about the 
affair — not only the facts but also the 
emotions that led to the facts." 1 

Shooting is now in progress With Ma¬ 
ri a line Bachmeier on the spot sis “advi¬ 
ser." But the director does not like the 
term “adviser." “1 must ask myself how 
a man who lias been writing scripts and 
making movies Ibr what I think is 14 
years now cun'be advised by Marianne. 

................. j hc p., c , ih a t s jj C j s 


....... . 

He worked for several yew* 1 — ■ . gr : . w ""s u 

nulist, including a spell william- • . •' -fmr- s j on t 

gei. before working full-limf Bi rr. ir director Sohm and actress Marie alwnys respected 

iPhnio: Jens Waechlcrj ^j s woma n — and 


supporting the pro¬ 
ject as much as she 
can is another mat¬ 
ter." He does not 
believe that Biich- 
meicr will be psy¬ 
chologically over¬ 
loaded by collabora¬ 
ting in n film on her 
life. "I discussed the 
matter with expert 
psychologists. who 
were professionally 
thoroughly familiar 
with • Marianne. 
They welcomed my 
plans, saying that 
this could help her 
master the matter 
emotionally. "In no 
phase have I .a bad 
conscience or a fee¬ 
ling of apprehen¬ 
sion because 


I’ve 


uc nas written many DM 3m far Driesl’s film is to be 

cessfiil books, some docuiwiWff by . private. financiers while 
hulf-fact, half-fiction. All * e ffort will Iargely.be financed 
with unsatisfactory states oM^^Publio.sector promotion funds, 
the capitalist economic wndplMf are racing each other and are 
post-war West Germany. on by the media. 

His best-known books hundred copies of Bohm's film 

Friends the Millionaires {fdJW^-releaBed lo German cinemas 
My Friends the Managers). JjWWjl (distributors: FUmverlag der 
the Rhine. Germany without/j^stiH controlled by: Spiegel 
Balance Sheet, and The Rudolf Augstein). .■ 

Rich Remaim * s slightly ahead in 

■ Q QlIP Ia ..I * 


Bert Engelmann... writing on thawall? 

(Phoiu: Sven .Simvni 


T he figure long at (he eye of the 
star - ‘ 


-wuiuii awuvi- 1 ■ 

^ 0 ", men , be „ of the ^ pro . Engelmann refu- 


All Seven, Engelmann, Gerd E. Hoff- 
LodemHnn * Irmela Bren-. 


de 5 £ n ®f nka . Mechtel, Svende Merian 
. a -"l KarI ! ,an9 ? rar & de ^ed the allega- 


p . “ • —V'y ufcit 

tions made against jtheiri. 

They strongly objected to the defama 

‘I j h J Ch He,r En «' lm am. in parti, 
cular had been subjected. 


Joik ""*r were ’ he 8aid « scanda- 

q Sved n fo Sa reli^ 

wmEO 1 " “ Wril “ 5 ' As *» ci “- 


h f hinted > wa « not prepar- 

«^ hC j0b - PrCferrin * 10 
cemrate on his own manuscripts. 

„ Peter Henkel 

(KBIncrStaA-Afuelsv, 23 November I 9 ft 3 j 


storm brewing in (hc German Wri- 
ters Assocation, Berm Engelmann. was 
elected chairman in 1977 in Dortmund 
and re-elected unopposed last spring. 

, 0 ,. e ™ born in BeHin on 20 January 
1921, is a member of the Social Demo- 

SIP* “ nd is 8 ,e fi' win 8 cr in the 
wntere association. 

WnrW! 8CtiVe SCrvicc in lhc Sccond 
world War, was invalided out and be- 

?942^° SlUdy ,anguages and sociology in 

jn 1944 he was convicted of active re¬ 
sistance to the Nazi regime and sent to 
concentration camp, 

M *? erience of a brutal and unjust 
system of government in his youth will 


the 


UII9 mimun 

she knows it." Bohm denies that he had 
contemplated having Marianne Bach¬ 
meier play herself. “No..-. I really 
wonder where such rumours come 
from." . ' 

But Bachmeier herself mentioned in a 
TV magazine programme the possibility 
of a film debut. And Bohm repeatedly 
told his distributors that he thought that 
she should perhaps play herself. 

PH Schrader, until recently on 
staff of Filmvertgg der Autoren: " 
phone call, he BBked me: 'What do 

.1 ■ .1. .1 _a 1_liar ■ 


the 
In a 
you 


island. I asked her if 
she wanted me to 
drop the whole idea. 
She told me: Td ra¬ 
ther you did it than 
someoneelsc!.’" He 
says he was fascina¬ 
ted by Bachjneier 
from the moment he 
saw her picture on 
the cover of Stern 
magazine:.. VJhose 
eyes! Like the eyes 
of an injured .she- 
wolf." He says he 
found much of his 
own story in the ma¬ 
terial reporter Heiko I 
, Continued, 
on page ,14 
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Director priest and actresa Gudrun Landgrebo.' 

. , 1 . . ! ■ * ■ • iPholo: Roger Friiz) 


Directors accuse media multis 
of ‘perverting communicatiofl’ 

J^omination ofthe world’s film in- xov;«« Q «»»»« 


^dnstry by multinational • media 


groups is perverting communication, at 
lege leading directors. • ■ ..1 

This doniiiialioti had led to standardi¬ 
sation of films and banality in the lan¬ 
guage used. The result would eventually 
be cultural, ideological, economic and 
technological dependence by film ma¬ 
kers on the multis. 

The directors issued the charges fol¬ 
lowing the first world congress of film 
directors in the Portuguese .island of 
Madeira. . 

In sonic countries, they said, the de¬ 
velopment of a imtional film culture was 
hampered by lumbering bureaucracies, 
censorship or intimidation. 

The congress was orchestrated 


by 


Taking a. swipe at the multinationals, 
he said: “Nobody knows the name .pf 
McPonald's chef de cuisine." 

. This authors’;policy met with broad 
approval, It has become a central issue 
in.(he dispute oyer German film promor 
lion, a dispute started by Bonn Interior 
Minister Friedrich Zimmermann. • . 

The German delegates were delighted 
with address by. France's Culture 
Minister, jack .Lang, who. had made a 
point ojf going to Madeira to speak. 

Without; actually naming Zimmer- 
mann, lie said that France had.long ad¬ 
mired the German film promotion mo¬ 
del. This made it the more regrettable 
now. to see forces at work trying to-dis¬ 
mantle this model. 

Lang said that much of what was de¬ 
manded in Madeira would soon be la- 


Pe^-FlSschimnn, praidcni of Fera in Madeira would soon be a 

the European film directors' association. ke "‘ mo ac “ u " 1 by french lawmaker. 

The meeting came about on the inilia- Thl ? a PP hed . ,P» nic f ulllr 'y betl f r 
live of Pierre-Henri Deleau, the director «W rl S hl P^vtstons. for d,rectors In 
ofthe Week of Film Directors at the an- ™nycountr 1C sthey now had no slnketn 

‘^Portugal^the'host^puntry^ generously ‘hey paid Ijor the use of their. 

3 » 55 sssarssar* 

“i . H Wha| more could one want from such, 

- than suggestions and. de 


1 UllU^U Uig. lUbVIllig IM) 

gress, it was.accepted as the 13th mem¬ 
ber nation of Fera. :: 

The three-day Madeira event was at¬ 
tended by 160 directors from 47 coun-. 
tries. ........ ■ ... 

They discussed commercial, artistic, 
moral and legal aspects of Jhe film. (t 
They also taked about the audip-vj- 
sual media, the term one delegate said in 
a paper he wanted to replace the term 
“cinema. 4, , , ■. \... . . 

This triggered a minor storm of out¬ 
rage. AVhal generally passes as the au- 
di-visual media is the very thing most'di- 


B COngreSS mull augjjunuiu mtu, yt.-; 

mands as well ;as. formulation aids for 


national lawmakers? . , , . „ 

There ,were, a tyide variety of dele-, 
gates: from.East jjloc nations, from the- 
Thin?, World,and from America's4rearn 
factories. .'r . 

■ FJeispbrp^nn said at - the., end of. the 
meeting: ‘‘The.audio-yldua] media have 
become so important that we^as film- 
makers, can no longer jihirk the question 
as to our social,re$p 9 nsibiiity. . 

We must put our professional image 


You Up There, Us DowflHtf*“^je| e „e 150 copies of his phone call, he asked me: 'What do you rectors regard threat tp ; their own |n ^ ao4 agai(I jf we are pot 

lotlc of a book co-authored .arch (distributors: JugendfUm/. think about having her play herself?-1 work, and it w ^ s - ■■ ourselves to be put in questipn." , . ■ 

Wullraff. (All titles are Hienil» J ^^ de «ly elated Bohm answered think she would do it.' I told him i prompted them to The meeting decided to establish an 

of the German.; ..jKh u S i!”^ ls Hamburg office; think nothing of it. Sure, it would be international documentation centre, as a 


njj. 

Eons in”i- y f. Iflted Bohm answ «red 
the German.; ,, hls Hamburg office; 

He is said to have had ^ ^ing the film? if Volker 

in copies of his books soldi 1 taught me my trade, 

' h^^samequesiion 
nave answered: *Ask 


oj-vjbuji. !»«.>« « -we must put our professional image 

rectors regard As a . question time and again if we are not 

w° rk ; and jt_was ^ in questjpn .. 


my 


, he 
aa- 


nc is saio 10 nave 
lion copies of his books soldi 
The disclosures he mad®,PL 1 
bound to lead to o^jerti 0 ^^ 
tion, but in most cases 4 . , 

As chairman of the stn ‘ :rn,e ^’ftat impulse to deal 

tion he presided over w hCn I became the 

valions as the social secuntJ^ 
sion fund for writers 
public lending right and W 1 


writers. 

tWestdcutschfl Atl8efn«ine.23 


have Uvwas a heady af- 

i»e« that a y ' ,And ^ yOU rcad 
’QurdlrJ - 3 Woman has shot her 
^Hiicoyrtraom. 

n wstan t emgtioaaL willing- 


think nothing of it. Sure, it would be In their ‘ qu ’ .. ‘ international documentation centre.as s 

^nccracular- but she's got no idea about legates reaffirmed their demand lor fif ■ k 

film-making’." ’ . Will all that the centre^ill ope.day.bi 

Burkhard Driest at one point also instead . of * . .. b ] cc 0 f able to dpeument be the end of tbe-film 

toyed with the idea of putting her in They opposed culture as tye.kpow.it today 

ont of the camera or at least having her programmes P "P It tpo k more, than. 80 years for, tht 

. -taxed:- down ^-productions brought n , ^ 4ho wor | d:lo get f Lpgethe 

about by the pursuit of profit rathet than. in a mee ting. ' ...... ,! 

an idea. .... ■. rnnctderinB -the ranid develonemen 


toyed witu me v * K-.o -— - 

front of the camera or at least having her 
take pan in the making of the film. 

But in a long and friendly telephone 
.conversation. with Driest she turned 
down his offer to meet for a talk. 

He says: “Shefold me she was totally 
uninterested in any publicity and that 
she would like be*t to live on « desert is- 


an idea. 

Fleischmann:' uursiruiKurioaw 

national-dishes : -- the Holstein cutlet, 
the: French bouillabaisse and Italy’s 
Parma ham.'* - ; : 


11 B JllWwlIHgi : i . t. 

nnrMr^oth rests with \Considering the..rapid.dpvelppement 
°f Ihenewmodip, i, V a s held irUhenic. 

of time. r t ffddo FrOndtt 

j (KOlfKi'SUdt-Anzelgeriifi November-1985 











12 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


4 December 1983.V.L I ID -4 December 1983 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


13 




h: 


i 


M' 


. 1 . 


If 1 !' 


■-S if • !>*| 


T he 500 million tons of garbage a 
year in the Federal Republic of 
Germany would make a mountain as tall 
the Zugspitze, Germany's tallest Al¬ 
pine peak, delegates to a Berlin confe¬ 
rence have been told. 

Garbage incineration and smoke gas 
purification were discussed by about 350 
experts from 11 countries. Other facts 
that emerged were: 

Twenty-nine million tons is household 
garbage, which means that every man,' 
Woman and child in the country junks 
about half a ton of trash a year. And the 
figure is on the increase. 

About 30 per cent of household gar¬ 
bage is disposed of in the 43 West Ger¬ 
man garbage incinerators. The first faci¬ 
lity of this kind was built in Hamburg in 
1896. 

Nowadays most garbage incinerators 
do more than reduce the volume of 
domestic waste; they also generate elec¬ 
tric power or • provide piped heat¬ 
ing, 

A tonne of domestic waste will supply 
one and a half megawatts of piped hea¬ 
ting, But garbage incineration imposes a 
heavy burden on the environment. 

First, the remaining waste still has to 
be dumped or disposed of. Second, gar¬ 
bage contains'much more problematic 
substances than are found in coal or oil. 

Oh incineration they are either sent 
directly or indirectly as compounds. 
They include heavy metals, hydrocar¬ 
bons and chlorine and fluorine pro¬ 
ducts. 

The Berlin conference looked into 
ways or purifying what is sent up the in¬ 
cinerator chimney slack, given that since 
1974 newly-built garbage incinerators 
have had to comply With strict limits for 
chorine and fluorine compounds in the 
smoke they release into the atmosphere. 

Smoke purification devices are now 
planned, under construction or already 
in operation at roughly 75 per cent or 
West German garbage incinerators, the 
conference organiser said. 

He was Professor Thome-Kozmiensky 
of the department of technlcnl environ¬ 
mental protection at the Technical Uni¬ 
versity, West Berlin. 

He said it was thus high lime to com¬ 
pare the various purification processes 
and analyse their respective weak 
points. 

Smoke gas purification is not the 
be-all find end-ail it is sometimes made' 
out to be. The problems (hat have arisen 
in connection with the various processes 
include their degree or efficiency, che¬ 
micals requirement and corrosion and 
the liquid and solid residue they leave 
behind. — 

Take the residue problem. In the Wei 
wash process, which has so far predo- 
mirtated in practice,'chlorine and fluor¬ 
ine compounds and, td a certain extent, 
sulphur dioxide are literally Washed out 
or the smoke with water. 

pie washing water is extremely acid 
and thus needs to be neutralised using 
calcium hydroxide. The sludge is then 
separated from 1 the water in a basin 
where it is given time to settle. 

Yet the waste water remains strongly 
salinated and in many cases cannot be 1 
fed to a purification plant, let alone 
pumped into a river. 

This effluent then 1 had to be evapor¬ 
ated, Dr Fichtel of the Bavarian Envi¬ 
ronmental Protection Agehcy told the 
conference. 

That left chloride, calcium and a little 
sulphate, all of which had to be protec¬ 
ted from rainfall, or else they would dis¬ 
solve in water again. 

The affluent also contained a range of 
heavy metals, of which mercury was par¬ 
ticularly problematic. 

At the incinerator in Bamberg, for in- 
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stance, the mercury count in the effluent 
regularly exceeded the limit beyond 
which water could not be pumped into 
the local-authority sewage grid. 

So experiments had been undertaken 
with a chemical to make the mercury 
precipitate. About three kilograms of 
mercury a day had been extracted from 
the effluent in this wayi 

The sludge resulting from the washing 
process had a very high metal count. 
The better the process worked, the more 
heavy metal was separated. 

But dried sludge could, unlike ef¬ 
fluent, be stored as a rule on a domestic 
garbage dump. 

• Dr Schmidt-Tegge of the Federal En¬ 
vironmental Protection Agency in West 
Berlin said care must be taken to pre¬ 
vent the transfer of toxins from the air to 
the water cycle in future. 

. That would mean incinerator chimney 
smoke Had to be dry-cleaned, a process 
or which experience has also been gain¬ 
ed. 

Smoke fumes at the DOsseldorf inci¬ 
nerator are. cleaned by a technique des¬ 
cribed as semi-dry. 

“The process is a mixture of the wet 
washing and the dry-cleaning techniques 
that largely, avoids the drawbacks of 
each," said Dr marnet of DUsseldorf. 

A reagent is sprayed into the hot 
smoke, where it forms compounds with 
the acid components, such as hydroch¬ 


loride, hydrofi no ride, sulphur dioxide 
and carbon dioxide. 

The humidity evaporates in the heat, 
the dry neutral salts are filtered out toge¬ 
ther with the dust in the smoke. No aff¬ 
luent is left over. 

In wet washing the smoke is chilled to 
below its point of condensation. In the 
DOsseldorf process it isn’t, so there nre 
no problems with corrosion. 

In DUsseldorf the neutral salts are 
being stored on a garbage tip for the 
time being. But they might well be used, 
or so it is felt, in roadbuilding, for noise- 
abatement embankments and the like. 

That would be in keeping with a fur¬ 
ther demand made by Dr Schmidl-Teg- 
ge, who wanted to see more attention 
paid to the reuse of residue reclaimed 
from the smoke. 

The fluidised bed drier is totally dry 
in its manner of operation. The smoke is 
passed through a calcium hydroxide 
powder at high pressure. Toxin particles 
settle on the calcium hydroxide. 

This technique has been found most 
satisfactory at Schwandorf garbage-fired 
power station, although the residue has 
to be stored on a special dump because 
of its high content of easily soluble sub¬ 
stances. 

It amounted to between 50kg und 
70kg per tonne or garbage, said Herr 
Keller-Reinspuch of Sanrbcrg-Hfilter- 
Lurgi GmbH. 


50 per cent of the cadmium, 

of the sulphur and significant Richard 111 ol ’ En&hm d turned 

of tha It»nr1 flimnn. _ ’"‘W.A— ...inn cir<iuihprrip« thnt hint 


of the lead, fluorine and m««fiafter eating strawberries thnt hud 
bage. ^febteked by his taster, the cook 


T he money doesn't slink, the Roman 
Emperor Vespasian is reported to 
have said when surveying the proceeds 
of.a tax on toilets. 

This apithet could arguably he said to 
fit tha findings of u conference on biolo¬ 
gical sewage purification held in Kre- 
feld. 

• it may even be said to have applied in 
a twofold sense. Technical nnd micro¬ 
biological improvements nfe making 
biological purification more effective 
and odourless, for one. 

For another, biological purification 
can not only recoup costs but even make 
a profit, or so the VDI, or German En¬ 
gineers Association, which organised 
the gathering, claims. 

Effluerif purification is usually 1 a 
two-stage process, the first being a me¬ 
chanical stage at which some impurities 
afe separated as sediment and sludge. 

, ln l ( he second, biological stage, micro¬ 
organisms are get to work to eat up the 
waste. They are usually aerobic bacteria 
that need an ample supply of oxygen for 
reproduction and for processing organic 
impurities (i.e. oxydising them into car¬ 
bon dioxide and water). 

In many purification plants the oxy¬ 
gen is merely available on the surface of 
the water in tfie basins, so basins have to 
be wide and shallow. 

Bio-reactors, which are space- and 
energy-saving, are slimline towers in 
which air, including oxygen, is passed 
not just over (he surface but throughout 
the water. 

Air is fed to the bed of the reactor and 
spread by nozzles in the form of .tiny 
bubbles that slowly rise to the surface 

releasing oxygen as they go. 

The oxygen in the air is put to better 
use m tall.basins that in (he conventio¬ 
nal squat variety because the bubbles 
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are in the water for longer und give off 
more of their oxygen. 

Bio-reactors arc nlready In operation 
in several German cities. They curry out 
biological sewage purification in u way 
that saves space and elminates smell and 
noise. 

For industrial effluent the bacteria 
count needs to be increased and the bio¬ 
chemical activity boosted. Heinz Brauer 
and associates at the Technical Universi¬ 
ty, West Berlin, have devised an elevat¬ 
ing jet reactor for this purpose. 

The elevation is provided by punched 
discs arranged above each other in a cy¬ 
linder and powered hydraulically. Ed¬ 
dies format the holes. 

This ensures that the bacteria lend to 
clog less and to expose a larger surface 
area to the effluent. 

It also ensures that the air bubbles are 
constantly renewed, guaranteeing (he 
best conceivable oxygen supply to the 
bacteria. 

The elevating jet reactor can purify in 
between 15 and 30 minutes even ex¬ 
tremely dirty effluent. 

It Is a small but high-powered purifi¬ 
cation unit that can decentralise the 
process, making it possible to treat eff¬ 
luent where it occurs. 

A further advantage of decentraliss- 
lon according to Herr Cremer of the 
VDI m DOsseldorf, was that bacteria 
could be bred specially to deal with (he 
specific category of effluent. 

That shows in a particularly striking 
manner what close cooperation between 
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a blotch 


Special storage is fairiv 
which is why ways or solidkCJ 
s.due are currently bei n| 3 
So a complicated and2 

nology (costly t0 iiBW ^ 
run) is needed to CS ( raa ®; : 
only some ofihem, frotntw 
It would be more sensiblejf*', * !»« 

never to fimi Ul eir way int0 ?|()l'Olie M I1VG 

in the Hrst place, und 
hind Dr Sehniidl-Tegge'siyrRjnfive Germans has tin allergy. 

Prevention, he siiid, was b^Bdallergy research is still in itx in- 
curo. Fewer toxins should b^K 

tiled in products and greater®ptal French writer Marcel Proust 
be tnkon in disposing orthem fEdridden with, asthma .caused by 
Synthetics, said Professor bw«y 10 house dust when he wrote 
the Technical Univereity, WsBkmembrance of Tilings Past", 
accounted for 70 per Knioffc Jtlived today, he could have been 


Synthetic waste might hmi 0. 

est heating value but its dk a ms back to normal a day later but 

blematic because of its high tni yfruhcil lord he disliked was 
Even if garbage contained^) d for attempted regicide by poi- 
cent or so of synthetic mitty . 

erator chimney smoke defines Millington, a 12-year-old 
cleaning. fcoy died after being tossed into 

Organic waste is little phwted swimming pool by his 
ling for 66 per cent of coppn.w *■ they did not know was 
the lead, three quarters of the be ewas allergic to cold, 
third of the cadmium and 3Rprrt kb no end of substances or con- 
the zinc in garbage. sthat can trigger an allergic reac- 

There is no clenr explanation^ M there is no end to the conse- 
lublc for this state ofaffakity es^such a reaction: shortness of 
den waste was to blame, Profta i ha y fever, skin eruptions, itchi- 
her suggested. Jiai keeps people from sleeping 

It remains to be seen howiiisi °odpressure so low as to make it 
to be disposed of. Individual u * to summon the energy to get 
of the public can do little. Uostc W. 

heavy inetnl evidently finds isn ^ medical research u long time 
garbage via atmospheric pollute some of the mechanisms hc- 
thesoil. tffl/Hil Nc reactions. 

(Her i jgevspicgH. 20 fen* f^er was named by Viennese 
trician Clemens von Pirqucl in 
He derived the name front alios, 
and ergon for 


process engineers and microbe !° r di(Terent ntld er S on lor " y| - 

isi T“- *■ 

been referred lo in coniKdW TV*?^" i,s •" 
wuge puriCiuculion. They STf £* ™ im 1,1 cl,vl 
about hull* (lie organic wasletoS , mnM ^ 
substance, with the result itawf 


120,000 new chemical substun- 

treatment produces cnornuw-tS ^'*** ~ 

of sewage sludge as a by-pruteE d of thcm can c,,l,sc !,ll « r K |c 


sewage sludge., r - 

New processes were presentei 
Krefold conference. Their ail 
separate the sludge from lit 
waste water faster and more * 
Sludge is then further < 
septic lowers where biogash. 
Provided it contains no he*'? 
dried sludge is a fine fertiliser- 
The production of enormousj 
of sewage sludge can be 
using anaerobic bacteria <ibey 
oxygen for thrir metabolism)- 
They don't need to be pHw 
gen, which is expensive. They 
substantial quantity of bie«“ 
much less biomass, or sludge. 

Anaerobic bacteria c ° nV ®|__ 
waste into over 90 per cent 
carbon dioxide. The biogas 
for healing. : . 

Herr Salim ofJQlich nudt* 
centre said anaerobic se*flp» 
(ion would probably be'flj 
many kinds of effluent than** 


ne oc cu nations, such us spray- 
■ chemistry and pharmaceutical 
• one in three people have un u|> 


| by some people are allergic to 
isubstances remains a mystery, 
phonal medicine sees allergy as 
ys attempt to repel outside in- 
jP't^lly projeins. The proteins 

allergic, taction is possible 

V in the environment iq count- 
IN C reaction is in effect a mat- 

BL contacts wit h a foreign nro- 

first cbritact is not 

Cc^ “ Changc takes blace 

is called a sensitisation. It 
5 ; dver se reaction lo later 
f th f Pronin. The prbtein 


in composition. 

He felt the anaerobic 


«crin!!u nCes . formed within the 
K? 8 ne process of Sensitisation 
E". 8 * antibodies. • . 

reaction (AAR) 
u e .hormone known as his- 


much less energy than aer^'L*-. . ( _ , 

If the biogas output were all flli erg j c reactions «»<> 

count (ho entire COM itdiin^T .™P»- 


count (he entire cost of ittineB t0 "f a Tai"cireuIa“llon 

m wh“ u w as bc m “e: t dt'nr ^ biamed ° n this 

ests of environmental tae made it impossible so 


The effects also vury widely. Some 
patients’ noses clog up daily at 5.00 p.in. 
Other people are sensitive to pollen in 
the second half of the year but are unaf¬ 
fected by it in the first half. 

Dr Wolfgang Jurdc, who heads un 
asthma hospital in MOncliengludhuch, 
has tried lo arrange (he various antigens 
into categories: 

• Allergy against food und medicine 
can be caused liy milk, protein, eggs, 
fish, fruit, legumes, etc., 

• Inhalation allergy that can lead lo 
asthma can be caused by mushroom 
spores and pollen, household dust, wool 
and even the flukes on the spouse’s skin. 

• Skin allergies arc put down to cos¬ 
metics, furs, flowers, mein Is, detergents 
and, ill some cases, Christinas trees. 

But it is still unknown why some peo¬ 
ple react to contact with an antigen by 
forming masses of antibodies while 
others are spared. 

It takes a great deal of medical sleu¬ 
thing to isolate relevant antigens. In fact, 
it takes exhaustive tests to determine 
if a suspected allergy actually exists. 

The patient is injected with' heavily di¬ 
luted allergen extracts. The idea is to 
bring about an AAR conflict under con¬ 
trolled conditions and restrict it to a li¬ 
mited area. 

The process cun be risky. In some 
people, one-millionth of a gram or anti¬ 
gen is enough to cause a life-threatening 
anaphylactic shock. Many general prac¬ 
titioners are therefore hesitant to make 
the tests. 

Once the allergen has been pinpoint¬ 
ed comes the even more difficult tusk of 
devising a therapy. 

Telling a patient that he is allergic to 
eggs is useless because the substances 
found in them also exist in bread, sweets 
and even in Campari. 

This makes it even more difficult to 
eliminate (he culprit antigen. 

People who are allergic to air pollu¬ 
tion or pollen are often forced to changc 
their occupation or move to another 
place. 

A new approach called “specific’ de- 
seiisitisuiion" consists in administering 
small doses of the patient’s antigen. 

The treatment cun extend over weeks 
or mouths or, indeed, years. But it has 
proved successful in 50 per cent of 
cases. Nobody knows why .'PeterJenlsch 
HJteWdi. IRNuvcmbor I9M) 


Why cigarettes should have 
more nicotine, not less 


C igarettes should huve more nicotine, 
not less, says a cancer specialist. 
Professor Ferdinand Schmidt writes 
in Medical Tribune that low-nicotine ci¬ 
garettes only make the smoker smoke 
more to get the desired level of nicotine. 

If cigarettes had more nicotine, smo¬ 
kers would be satisfied with fewer of 
them. 

Tar, carbon monoxide and other poi¬ 
sonous substances should be reduced, 
he wrote, but not nicotine. 

He also suggested the use of natural 
tobaccos instead of toasted because the 
latter tended to be inhaled more deeply. 

Professor Schmidt, head of Heidel¬ 
berg University's tumour research de¬ 
partment, accuses' the tobacco industry 
of just being clever in inventing cigaret¬ 
tes with low levels of damaging ingre¬ 
dients. It was a dangerous invention. 

The number of smokers had been 
dropping since I960 in industrialised 
countries, but cigarette sales had been 
rising steeply. 

Fewer people were smoking more. 
Sales of low nicotirie filter brands were 
climbing. 

Professor Schmidt: “Reducing nico¬ 
tine below a certain level has caused a 
reaction in smokers. They depend on a 
certain intake of nicotine. Whin- they 
don't get it due to the filter of light to¬ 
baccos, they compensate by smoking 
more and inhaling more deeply." ■ 
Medical statistics show &n increase in 
cancer despite the falling tar and nico¬ 
tine content of cigarettes and despite the 
fact that the link between smoking ahd 
cancer is beyond dispute. 

Professor Schmidt has compared the 
data of 792 bronchial cancer patients 
(97.3 per cent of them smokers). . 

The average age of death for smokers 
of filter cigarettes was lower than for 
those who smoked non-filiered brands. 

Filters were also useless as a protec¬ 
tion against stomach and duodenal can¬ 
cer and ulcers, cancer of the mouth and 
other types of tumour. 

Professor Schmidt suggests reducing 
the tar, carbon-monoxide and other poi¬ 
sonous substances in cigarettes but not 
nicotine. 


“On the contraiy: The nicotine con¬ 
tent should be increased to enable the 
smoker to meet his personal nicotine 
needs with fewer cigarettes. This would 
at least reduce the intake.of other harm- 
fu I su bstances," he says. 

He also suggests the use or natural to¬ 
baccos in cigarettes because the toasted 
variety is inhaled more deeply. 

It would be relatively easy for the 
Bonn Health Ministry to pass the neces¬ 
sary regulations. 

(Der Tagesspiegel, 18 November 1983} 
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Q uality control of food in Germany 
has improved greatly in recent 
years, a meeting of German food experts 
has been told. 

Consumers had been unnecessarily 
alarmed by reports or harmful substan¬ 
ces in food. There were very few cases 
where contaminants exceeded prescrib? 

ed limits. . 

The meeting, of the Frankfurt-based 
dietary society, dealt with contamination 
of food by heavy metuls. nifrates, insec¬ 
ticides and agricultural drugs. , 

Professor Wolfgang Gedek of the Bar 
varian Veterinary Authority said that.the 
use of antibiotics, hormones and drugs 
in livestock farming shovyed no indica¬ 
tion pf health hazards to the consumer. 

He justified the use of these growth 
promoting substances. They were essen¬ 
tial if the animals were to gain/weight 
rapidly and make better use or their 
feed. “Animal farming on today’s scale 
would be . impossible without Jhcse 
aids.” • 

Professor Johannes-Friedrich Diehl of 

the Federal food research centre in 


Karlsruhe said the World Health Orga¬ 
nisation had found that the limits set by 
ihe German authorities for lead and 
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illness in children, says an article in 
the medical journal .KrztHche Praxis. 

The head of the psychosqmatric de¬ 
partment of MOnster University’s chil¬ 
dren's clinic. Professor Ingeborg Joch- 
mus, writes that more children are.being 
referred to psychiatrists. 

Studies made in Heidelberg and T 0 - 
bingen. showed that in I960, only one 
child in 12 had jo be referred to a child 
psychiatrist, because , of problems, at 
school. The. figure in 1969 was one in 
five and in 1976 one in three. 

Professor Jochmus: “In addition to 
their school problems, these children 
sulTered from insomnia, .nightmares, 
bed-wetting, muscle twitching,, involun¬ 
tary reflex movements, stuttering, early 
morning nausea and other digestive tract 
disorders." 

She blames school stress on several 
factors: “They are only partly due to our 
having developed into a performance-: 
oriented society and the youngsters’ un¬ 
certain future. The problems are fre¬ 
quently due to the children's own poor 
psychological development nnd lack of 
talent. Sometimes these shortcomings 
are ora partial nature like dyslexia, poor 
arithmetic and retarded speech. 

• Fear played a major role in psycho¬ 
somatic disorders caused by school. An 
example: a child knows that it is Weak in 
spelling. If it knows that it will have to 
take dictation at. school the next day, 
worry leads to.insomnia. This is often: 
followed< by biliousness and vomiting: 
before leaving home.' . ; 

Tfoe ohlld arrives at school frightened: 
and without having slept properly. The 
sugar level in the bipod,.wopId go down. 


mercury were undercut by *?0 per c^nt.;'. markedly.. Failurcin the test was the re- 
The figure for carjmium wp? 5() per cepl. . , su | t . ■■! • . . u 

! There was no reason for concern. The Professor Jochmus: "Most children 
public had barely taken note of the, im- ^ afl? . 9 f r# jd .fliat coming home, with poor 
provemeritt'since (976. ", ,, marks.wlii distress, their parents. Fear or 

Then, the maximum tolerance levels failure is heightened by the parents’ high 
r lead were exceeded by ten percent, 'expectations, ’ll)qmnja arid the psy- 
aHmium contamination ' rfea , chea" al- li : c hbsbmatic svmbioms before going lo 


Cadmium comaminatlon' -fistfdictt 11 41-' a ‘ 5 y.cfaojiqinaiiq.''syiAptbms before going 
piost 100 per cent of the perhilSslble le- schoofare thus intensified. ! 

vel, and mercury 60 per cent*. •. • The disappointed parents 'imposed ( 

Cadmium Intake through cigarette:- restrictions. This led to more problems. . 
smoking was more dangerous. , . She suggests that new insights into; 

Smokers’ bodies contained three times psychological,diagnosis should provide; 
the amount of non-smokers’. '; ( th^;basis of.a therapy. In the case she ci-- 

Professor Gerhard Eisenbrand,, of ' te j. (” us t thing to do would be to find: 

; out whether the child suffered from dys-j 


Kaiserslautern University, . said that 


people smoking an average of 20 ciga¬ 
rettes a day absorbed 30.times the 
amount of carcinogenic nitrosamines 
absorbed by non-smokers. 

; Compared with this, the niirpsaminfs 
found in lettuce, spinach; cured mfeat 
and beer were negligible, . ,jg pa 

tWeildeuische Allgemelne, 21 November !??3).. 


lexla or whether the underlying cause 5 
was an inability to concentrate. 

Pills could only help as a support for 
educational and psychotherapeutic mea- 
. sures. In some cases, transfer to another 
scHdofto'ease'the pressure bn the child; 
pyeft more could help. < : 

(Bremer Nechrichten, j9 November 1983) 
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T he 500 million tons of garbage a 
year in the Federal Republic of 
Germany would make a mountain as tall 
as the Zugspitze, Germany's tallest Al¬ 
pine peak, delegates to a Berlin confe¬ 
rence have been told. 

Garbage incineration and smoke gas 
purification were discussed by about 350 
experts from II countries. Other facts 
that emerged were: 

Twenty-nine million tons is household 
garbage, which mCans that every man, 
y/oman and child in the country junks 
about half a ton of trash a year. And the 
figure is on the increase. 

About 30 per cent of household gar¬ 
bage is disposed of in the 43 West Ger¬ 
man garbage incinerators. The first faci : 
lity of this kind was built in Hamburg in 
1896. 

Nowadays most garbage incinerators 
do more than reduce the volume of 
domestic waste; they also generate elec¬ 
tric power or provide piped heat¬ 
ing. 

A tonne of domestic waste will supply 
one and a half megawatts of piped hea¬ 
ting. But garbage incineration imposes a 
heavy burden on the environment. 

First, the remaining waste still has to 
be dumped or disposed of. Second, gar¬ 
bage contains much more problematic 
substances than are found in coat or oil. 

On incineration they are either sent 
directly or indirectly as compounds. 
They include heavy metals, hydrocar¬ 
bons and chlorine and fluorine' pro¬ 
ducts. 

The Berlin conference looked into 
ways or purifying what is sent up the in¬ 
cinerator chimney stack, given that since 
1974 newly-built garbage incinerators 
have had to comply with strict limits for 
chorine and fluorine compounds in the 
smoke they release into the atmosphere. 

Smoke purification devices are now 
planned, under construction or already 
in operation at roughly 75 per cent or 
West German garbage incinerators, the 
conference organiser said. 

He was Protessor Thome-Kozrriiensky i 
or the department of technical environ¬ 
mental proteclion at the Technical Uni¬ 
versity, West Berlin. 

He said it was thus high time to coin- | 
pare the various purification processes 
and analyse their respective weak . 
paints. | 

Smoke gas purification is not the \ 
be-all nnd end-all it is sometimes made , 
out to be. The problems that have arisen 
in connection with the various processes 
include their degree of efficiency, che¬ 
micals requirement and corrosion and 
the liquid and solid residue they leave f 
behind. 1 

Take' the residue problem. In the wet . 
wash process, which has so far predo- 1 
minated in practice, chlorine and fluor- c 
me compounds and, to a certain extent : a 
sulphur dioxide are literally washed but 
of the smoke with water. ■ ■ ■ i c 

The washing water is extremely acid v 
and thus needs robe neutralised using 1 
calcium hydroxide. The sludge is then V 
separated from the water in a basin 11 
where it is given time to settle. b 

Yet the waste water remains stroiigly 
salinated and in many cases cannot be 
fed to a purification plant, let alone 
pumped into a river. hi 

This effluent then had to be evapor¬ 
ated,. Dr Fichtel of the Bavarian Envi- ci 
rorimental Protection Agency told the w 
conference. di 

That left chloride, calcium and a' little ^ 
sulphate, all of which had to be protec¬ 
ted from rainfall, or else they would dis- sp 
solve in water again. bn 

The affluent also contained a range of id 
heavy metals, of which mercury was par¬ 
ticularly problematic. us, 

At the incinerator in Bamberg, for in- na 
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Smoke problems from 
incinerating garbage 


stance, the mercury count in the effluent 
regularly exceeded the limit beyond 
which water could not be pumped into 
the local-authority sewage grid. 

So experiments had been undertaken 
with a chemical to make the mercury 
precipitate. About three kilograms of 
mercury a day had been extracted from 
the effluent in this way. 

The sludge resulting from the washing 
process had a very high metal count. 
The better the process worked, the more 
heavy metal was separated. 

But dried sludge could, unlike ef¬ 
fluent, be stored as a rule on a domestic 
garbage dump. 

Dr Schmidt-Tegge of the Federal En¬ 
vironmental Protection Agency in West 
Berlin said care must be taken to pre¬ 
vent the transfer of toxins from the air to 
the water cycle in future. 

That would mean incinerator chimney 
smoke had to be dry-cleaned, a process 
of which experience has also been gain¬ 
ed. ' 

Smoke fumes at the Dllsseldorr inci¬ 
nerator are cleaned by a technique des¬ 
cribed as semi-dry. 

“The process is a mixture of the wet 
washing and the dry-cleaning techniques 
lhai largely avoids the drawbacks of 
eqch,” said Dr marnel of Dtlsseldorf. 

A reagent is sprayed into the hot 
smoke, where it forms compounds with 
the acid components, such as hydroch- 


T he money doesn't slink, the Roman 
Emperor Vespasian is reported to 
have said when surveying the proceeds 
of a tax on toilets. 

This epithet could arguably be said to 
fit the findings of a conference on biolo¬ 
gical sewage purification held In Krc- 
feld. 

It may even he said to have applied in 
a twofold sense. Technical and micro¬ 
biological improvements are making 
biological purification more effective 
and odourless, for one. 

For another, biological purification 
can nol only recoup costs but even moke 
a profit, or so the VDI, or German En¬ 
gineers Association, which organised 
the gathering, claims. 

Effluent purification is usually' a 
two-stage process, the first being a me¬ 
chanical stage at which some impurities 
are separated as sediment and sludge. 

In the second, biological stage, micro¬ 
organisms are s£t to work to eat up the 
waste. They are usually aerobic bacteria 
that need an ample supply of oxygen for 
reproduction and for processing organic 
impurities'(i.«. oxydising them into car¬ 
bon dioxide and water). 

fn many purification plants the oxy¬ 
gen is merely available on the surface of 
the ivater in the basins, so basins have to 
be wide and shallow. 

Bio-reactors, which are space- and 
energy-saving, are slimline towers in 
which air, including oxygen, is passed 
not just over the surface but throughout 
the. water. 6 

Air is fed to the bed of the reactor and 
spread by nozzles in the form of tiny 
bubbles that slowly rise to the surface 
releasing oxygen as they go. 

The oxygen in the air is put to belter 
use in tall basins that in the conventio¬ 
nal squat variety because the bubbles 


it loride, hydrofluoridc, sulphur dioxide 
d and carbon dioxide. 

□ The humidity evaporates in the heat, 
the dry neutral salts are filtered out toge- 
n ther with the dust in the smoke. No aff- 
y luent is left over. 

f In wet washing the smoke is chilled to 
i below its point of condensation. In the 
Dtisseldorf process it isn't, so there are 
S no problems with corrosion. 

■ In Dflsseldorf the neutral salts nre 
5 being stored on a garbage lip for the 
time being. But they might well be used, 
or so it is felt, in roadbuilding, for noise- 
: abatement embankments and the like. 
That would be in keeping with a fur¬ 
ther demand made by Dr Schmidt-Teg¬ 
ge, Who wanted to see more attention 
paid to the reuse of residue reclaimed 
* from the smoke. 

The fluidised bed drier is totally dry 
in its manner of operation. The smoke is 
passed through a calcium hydroxide 
powder at high pressure. Toxin particles 
settle on the calcium hydroxide. 

This technique has been found most 
satisfactory at Schwandorf garbuge-fired 
power station, nlthough the residue has 
to be stored on a special dump because 
of its high content of easily soluble sub¬ 
stances. 

It amounted to between 50kg and 
70kg per tonne of gnrbage, said Herr 
Keller-Reinspnch of Suurherg-Hfllter- 
Lurgi GmbH. 

Purification of 
sewage‘can 
be profitable 9 

are in the water for longer and give off 
more of their oxygen. 

Bio-reactors arc already ip operation 
in several German cities. They carry out 
biological sewage purification in u way 
that saves space nnd elminaies smell and 
noise. 

For industrial effluent the bacteria 
count needs to be increased and the bio¬ 
chemical activity boosted. Heinz Braucr 
and associates at the Technical Universi¬ 
ty, West Berlin, have devised an elevat¬ 
ing jet reactor for this purpose. 

• elevation is provided by punched 
discs arranged above each other in a cy¬ 
linder and powered hydraulically. Ed¬ 
dies formaltheholes. • . 

This ensures that the bacteria tend lo 
clog less and to expose a larger surface 
area to the effluent. 

It also ensures that the air bubbles are 
constantly renewed, guaranteeing the 
best conceivable oxygen supply to the 
bacteria. 

The elevating jet reactor can purify in 
between 15 and 30 minutes even ex¬ 
tremely dirty effluent. 

It is a small but high-powered purifi¬ 
cation unit that can decentralise the 
process, making it possible to treat eff- i 
luent where it occurs. , 

A further advantage of decentralisa- 
tion according to Herr Cremer of the , 

VD L ? P Usscldorf * was that bacteria l 

could be bred specially to deal with the i 

specific category of effluent. ( 

That shows in a particularly striking 
manner what close cooperation between 


Special storage is 
which is why ways of soliffoj 

s.due are currently being J 
So a complicated and ej,S 

no logy (costly to insta,, 
run) is needed to extract 

only some of them, from fog- 

h Wrtu ' d be m °re sensible^ 
never to find their way i*? 
in the Inst place, and thatg*} 
hmdDrSchmidt-Tegge'sS 
Prevention, lie snid, wash! 
cure. Fewer toxins should CL 

ated m products and gnateni 

be taken in disposing ofibj 
Synthetics, snid Professor 
the Technical University w«! 
accounted for 70 per cent tffo* 
50 per cent of the cadran-g 
of the sulphur und signified 
of the lend, fluorine and me;c%, 
boge. 1 

• Synthetic waste might tiro* 
est heating value but its me,, 
blematic because or its high to; 

Even if garbage contained^ 
cent or so of synthetic, mitniii 
erator chimney smoke definhthi 
cleaning. 

Organic waste is little beito.z 
ting for 66 per cent of copper,?* 
the lead, three quarters of thena 
third of the cadmium and 38pao 
the zinc in garbage. 

There is no clear explanation 
lablc for this slate of affairs. Uijt 
den waste was to blame, Profo 
her suggested. 

It remains to he seen howttisi 
lo be disposed of. Individual e 
of the public ean do little. Moci 
heavy metal evidently finds itsu 
garbage via nimosphcric polhik 
the soil, Mml 

tiler lageaspiegel,20Nonrir 


process engineers and microbWf 
needed lor biological effluent 
So fur uerohic bacteria ate 
been referred lo in connection! 
wage puri fiiicu l ion. They m 
uhout half (he organic waste ink 
substance, with the result ll** 
treatment produce* enormous* 
of sewage sludge as a by-product 
New processes were 
Krcfeid conference. Their aim* 
separate the sludge from t&cp 
waste water faster and mortem 
Sludge is then further 
septic towers where biogasisp* 
Provided it contains no he *)' 1 
dried sludge is h fine fertiliser- 
The production ofenornunoj* 
of sewage sludge can bf ^ 
using anaerobic bacteria (thtyP 
oxygen for thrir metabolism)- 
They don't need to be pM*" 
gen, which is expensive, fliqfj 
substantial quantity of biogas■ 
much less biomass, or sludge ' 
Anaerobic bacteria coni^ 1 * 
waste into over 90 per cent 
carbon dioxide. The biogas ca 
for heating. . 

Herr Sahm of JOlich nueff** 
centre said anaerobic 
tion would probably be'*J 
many kinds of effluent that rt**. 
in composition. # 

He felt the anaerobic 
much less energy than aer£ ®\ji 
If the biogas output wcre,a *!L| 
count the entire cost of an#^ 
mem could be covered. J 

What was more, the cw , 
disposal could be cut- So ; 
though even In theshort 
eats of environmental 
dus try may come dos er ^^^i 

• (Sflddouuctie Mwati 
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llergies still 

a blotch 
or one in five 

t in five : Germans has an allergy, 
fetallergy research is stili in its in- 

peat French writer Marcel Proust 
Ejridden with, asthma caused by 
kjyto house dust when he wrote 
Rf membra nee of Things Past”. 
Clived today, he could have been 

j Richard 111 of England turned 
ifter eating strawberries thut hud 
checked by his taster, the. cook 
If. 

■asback to normal a day later but 

E Council lord he disliked was 
for attempted regicide by poi- 

ttlei Washington, a 12-year-old 
y died after being tossed into 
uhraied swimming pool by his 
L What they did not know was 
mi allergic to cold, 
it is no end of substances or con- 
i that can trigger an allergic rcnc- 
And there is no end lo the consc- 
s of such a reaction: .shortness of 
pay fever, skin eruptions, itchi- 
[tiat keeps people from sleeping 
jjcDd pressure so low as to make it 
Ik to summon the energy to yet 

jW 

U medical research u long time 
ever some of the mechanisms he- 
Ulergic reactions. 

ftisorder was named by Viennese 
Srician Clemens von Pirquci in 
Tit derived the name from ;*//<», 

( "different” and ergon for "ef- 

ras once a “fashionable” dis- 
iow matter-of-raclly seen as a 
in the body’s reaction to envi- 
I factors." 

20,000 new chemical suhsmn- 
nlhesiscd every year — and a 
red of them can cause allergic 

Jme octupinions, such as spray- 
J chemistry and pharmaceutical 
■.one in three people have an al- 

Rhy some people are allergic to 
glances remains a mystery. 

I vcntional medicine sees allergy as 
•.attempt to repel outside in- 
pically proteins. The proteins 
tn allergic reaction,is possible 
1 - l ^e environment in count- 

rgic rCa ction is in effect a mat- 
' contacts with a foreign pro- 

2 * v tbc contact is not 
?. change takes place 

is called a Sensitisation. It 
rS® adversc faction to later 
(jtv protein. The protein 
5 '£?* ion « called an antigen. 
ostariCes formed within the 

h®"* process of sensitisation 
as antibodies. 

saik e n ‘ a ? ibody reaction (AAR) 
lssuc hormone known as his- 

JS** reactions - rang- 
t j^' n . css , , t0 Fatal circulation 
^ be blamed on this organ- 

Pleased by so many 
<and eww by 

Lto u h 0 Va -I5“ dc il impossible so 
)$. . |Bp Wlt M complete list of 


The effects also vary widely. Some 
patients' noses clog up daily at 5.00 p.m. 
Other people are sensitive to pollen in 
the second half of the yeur but are unaf¬ 
fected by it in the firs! half. 

Dr Wolfgang Jorde, who heads an 
asthma hospital in M&nchcnglndhuch, 
has tried to arrange the various antigens 
into categories: 

• Allergy against food and medicine 
can be caused Hy milk, protein, eggs, 
fish, fruit, legumes, etc., 

• Inhalation allergy that can lead to 
asthma can he caused hy mushroom 
spores and pollen, household dust, wool 
and even the flakes on the spouse's skin. 
•Skin allergies arc put down to cos¬ 
metics, furs, flowers, metals, detergents 
and. in some cases, Christmas trees. 

Hut it is still unknown why some peo¬ 
ple react to contact with an antigen by 
forming masses of antibodies while 
others arc spared. 

It takes a great deni of medical sleu¬ 
thing to isolate relevant antigens. In fact, 
it takes exhaustive tests to determine 
if a suspected allergy actually exists. 

The patient is injected with heavily di¬ 
luted allergen extracts. The idea is to 
bring about un AAR conflict tinder con¬ 
trolled conditions and restrict it to a li¬ 
mited area. 

The process can he risky. In some 
people, one-millionth of a grant of anti¬ 
gen is enough to cause a lire-thrcatening 
anaphylactic shock. Many general prac¬ 
titioners are therefore hesitant to make 
the tests. 

Once the allergen has been pinpoint¬ 
ed comes the even more difficult task of 
devising a therapy. 

Telling a patient that he is allergic to 
eggs is useless because the substances 
found in them also exist in bread, sweets 
and even in Campari. 

This makes it even more difficult lo 
eliminate the culprit antigen. 

People who arc allergic to air pollu¬ 
tion or pollen are often forced to change 
their occupation or move to another 
place. 

A new approach culled “specific dc- 
sensitisminn" consists in administering 
small doses of the patient's antigen. 

The treatment can extend over weeks 
or months or, indeed, years. But it has 
proved .successful in 50 per cent of 
eases. Nobody knows why, p c(er j en( sch 

(Uie Will. IX November 11X31 


Why cigarettes should have 
more nicotine, not less 


C igarettes should have more nicotine, 
not less, says a cancer specialist. 
Professor Ferdinand Schmidt writes 
in Medical Tribune thut low-nicotine ci¬ 
garettes only make the smoker smoke 
more to get the desired level of nicotine. 

if cigarettes had more nicotine, smo¬ 
kers would be satisfied with fewer of 
them. • 

Tar, carbon monoxide and other poi¬ 
sonous substances should be reduced, 
he wrote, but not nicotine. 

He also suggested the use of natural 
tobaccos instead of toasted because the 
latter tended to be inhaled more deeply. 

Professor Schmidt, head of Heidel¬ 
berg University's tumour research de¬ 
partment, accuses the tobacco industry 
of just being clever in inventing cigaret¬ 
tes with low levels of damaging ingre¬ 
dients. It was a dangerous invention . 1 

The number of smokers had been 
dropping since 1960 in industrialised 
countries, but cigarette sales had been 
rising steeply. 

Fewer 1 people were smoking more. 
Sales of low nicotine filter brands were 
climbing. 

Professor Schmidt: "Reducing nico¬ 
tine below a certain level has caused a 
reaction in smokers. They depend on a 
certain intake of nicotine. When- they 
don’t get it due to the filter or light to¬ 
baccos, they compensate by smoking 
more and inhaling more deeply." : 

Medical statistics show an increase in 
cancer despite the falling tar and nico¬ 
tine content of cigarettes and despite the 
Tact that the link between 1 smoking and 
cancer is beyond dispute. • 

Professor Schmidt has compared the 
data of 792 bronchial cancer patients 
(97.3 per cent of them smokers). 

The average age of death for smokers 
of filter cigarettes was lower than for 
those who smoked non-filterod brands. 

Filters were also useless as a protec¬ 
tion against stomach and duodenal can¬ 
cer nnd ulcers, cancer or the mouth and 
other types of tumour. 

Professor Scheldt suggests reducing 
the tnr, carbon-mbnoxidc and other poi¬ 
sonous substances in cigarettes but not 
nicotine. 


Food contamination reports are 
exaggerated,; dietists say 


Q uality control of food in Germany 
has improved greatly in recent 
years, a meeting of German food experts 
ha$ been told. 

Consumers had been unnecessarily 
alarmed by reports of harmful substan¬ 
ces in food. There WPf e very few cases 
where contaminants exceeded prescrib¬ 
ed limits. . i 

The meeting, of the Frankfurt-based 
dietary society, dealt with contamination 
of food by heavy metals, nitrates, insec¬ 
ticides and agricultural drugs. .. 

Professor Wolfgang Getjek of the Bar 
vurian Veterinary Authority said that the 
use of antibiotics, hormones and. drugs 
in livestock farming showed no indica¬ 
tion of health hazards lo the consumer. 

He justified the use of these growth 
promoting substances. They were essen¬ 
tial if tbe animals were to gain weight 
rapidly and make belter use of, their 
feed, “Animal fanning on today’s scale 
would be impossible without .these 
aids.” - _ ; 

PfofessorJohannes-Friedrich Diehl of 

the Federal food research centre in 


Karlsruhe said the World Health Orga¬ 
nisation had round that the limits set by 
the German authorities for lead and 


"On the contrary: The nicotine con¬ 
tent should be increased to enable the 
smoker to meet his .personal nicotine 
needs with fewer cigarettes. This would 
at least reduce the intake of other harm¬ 
ful substances,” he says. 

He also suggests the use of natural to¬ 
baccos in cigarettes because the toasted 
variety is inhaled more deeply. . 

It would be relatively easy for the 
Bonn Health Ministry to pass the neces¬ 
sary regulations. 

(Der Tagesspiegd, IS November 1983) 

School stress 
takes a toll 
of pupils 

S chool ofter triggers psychosomatic 
illness in children, says an article in 
the medical journal Arzliiche Praxis. 

The head of the psychosomatric de¬ 
partment of MQnster University’s chil¬ 
dren's clinic. Professor Ingeborg Joch- 
mus, writes that more children are.being 
referred to psychiatrists. 

Studies made in Heidelberg and Tu¬ 
bingen showed , (hat in- 1960 only-.one 
child in 12 had {o be. referred to a child 
psychiatrist, because of problems at 
schoo). The. figure in 1969 was one in 
five and in 1976 one in three. 

Professor Jochmus: "In addition to 
their school problems, these children 
suffered from insomnia, nightmares, 
bed-wetting, muscle twitching, involun¬ 
tary reflex movements, stuttering, early 
morning nausea and other digestive tract 
disorders.” 

She blames school stress on several 
factors: "They are only partly due to our 
having developed Into a performance- 
oriented sbeiety and the youngsters' un¬ 
certain future. The problems are fre¬ 
quently due to the children's own poor 
psychological development and lack of 
talent. Sometimes these shortcomings 
are of a partial nature like dyslexia, poor; 
arithmetic and retarded speech. 

Fear-played a major role in psycho¬ 
somatic disorders caused by school. An 
example: a child knows that it is weak in' 
spelling. If ii knows that it will have to 
take dictation at school the next day,; 
worry leads to,insomnia. This is often; 
followed by biliousness and vomiting: 
before (edvirig home.' | 

•' The child-arrives at schpoj frightened 
and witbout having slept property. The 
sugar level in the b)opd,.would go down 


mercury were' undercut by'TO, per cent.;markedly. Fallureiin the test was the re-; 
the figure for.cadmiuip was 50 per cepl. su j ti . ; ...: i 

There was no reason for concern. The . .professor Jochmus: “Most children: 
public had barely taken note of the im- are .afi^idjhat.coiiiing.bonie with poor) 
provements since 1976. " ',': • majks.wiU distress .their parents. Fear of; 

Then, the maximum tolerance levels failure is heightened by the parents' High, 
for lead were exceeded by'tan percent. • • ejcpepLafiohS. the ipsoinhiagrid the psy-j 
Cadmium conlahiinatlon reached 1 al-^ ^ogp^a^c symptoirris before going to; 
piost 100 per cent of the permissible le- school are thus intensified. 


vel, and mercury 60 per cent, *■ 

1 Cadmium intake through' cigarette 

smoking was more dangerous. ■ . 

Smokers’ bodies contained three times 
the amount of non-smokers’.' ' 

Professor Gerhard Eisenbrand, 6 f 
Kaiserslautern University, said that 
people smoking an average of 20 ciga¬ 
rettes a day absorbed 30 . times the 
amount of carcinogenic nitrosamines 
absorbed by non-smokers. 


The disappointed parents -imposed; 
restrictions! This led to more problems. ; 

She suggests that new insights into; 
psychological .diagnosis should provide; 
ths.basia of a therapy. In the case she ci-I 
.ted* the;first thing to do would be to find: 
out whether the child suffered from dys-, 
lexia or whether the underlying cause', 
was an inability to concentrate. 

Pills could only help as a support for 
educational and psychotherapeutic mea-! 


; Compared with this, the nitrosamines ijqfes. Ip sornye cases, transfer to another; 
found in lettuce, spinach, Cured meat : sc h 00 fto ease the pressure on the child! 

and beer were negligible.; . : , eyw more could help. : - * 

I (Wcldeuliche AD^emeloe, 21 November I9U) .(Bremer NedirtcWen, 19 November 1983) 












T he German population is declining. 
Families are hprnmim if 


■ ' ~r --" vi-viimiijj. 

m. families are becoming smaller. If 
the birth rates continue to be the world's 
lowest, there will be only 38 million 
Germans in the year 2030, Bonn Family 
AfTairs Minister Heiner Geissler told the 
German Paediatric Society. 

It was regrettable that more and more' 
children were growing^up witffitoHjrgr! 
there and sisters. The average GermW 
family now had only 1.5 children: 

One-child families are also becoming 
prevalent among the members of par¬ 
liament. In the Adenauer era there were 
many MPs with large families. Not now 
Right how only three MPs have none 
children. 

Ifaiay. 57 percent or German fami- 
EeS-fiatfeonly one child. Growing up 
without brothers and sisters, once regar¬ 
ded as a curse, is now common. 

TTie only child was once seen as being 
spoiled and selfish. And the moment it 
behaved differently from other children 
people would say: "What can you ex¬ 
pect? It's an only child." 

"It is now known that the child is not 
the problem case it was once made out 
to be " says Bonn psychology Professor 
Ursula Lehr. 

But prejudices towards the one-child 
family are still deep-rooted. 

America started re-thinking on this af¬ 
ter the first astronauts went to the moon: 

It turned out that each was an only 
child. All were plcked for their outstan¬ 
ding intelligence, daring and stamina. 

was it mere coincidence that all these 
astronauts grew up without brothers and 
sisters and therefore had parental love 
lavished on them? Psychologists - not 
only in the USA — began to look into 
this question. 

Some-time ago, the Gentian Research 
Association commissioned two sociolo- 
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gists to study the lives of women who 
had carved out a career for themselves. 

They found that 70 per cent of these 
women — politicians, top civil servants, 
managers, entrepreneurs, architects, 
scientists and journalists — either grew 
up as only children or with brothers and 
sisters far apart in age. 

"The fact that these women found 
themselves in a ‘pioneer situation' from 
birth moulded their attitudes in later 
life," the two .sociologists say. 

The women they interviewed were not 
afraid to tackle something new.. They 
were dynamic and did not shirk deci¬ 
sions. 

Psychologists say this self-confidence, 
the basis of success in business and so¬ 
ciety, is because of the added attention 
first-born children receive. 

Both mother and father devote most 
of their affection to their first child. If 
this child remains the only one, it conti¬ 
nues to receive this undivided affection 
until it reaches adulthood. 

Psychologist Magda Neuerer says: 
“In this way, the only child is spared 
many, a frustration.” 

In her book Eltemlexikon (Parents’ 
Encyclopedia) she explains why the only 
child usually copes with life rather well: 
its parents often both work and there¬ 
fore do not have the time to fuss. 

This makes.the child substitute school 
friends, for brothers and sisters. 

Parents, too, have changed in the past 
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ho years: fathers are no longer as uuthorita- 
s. rian as they used to be, and mothers 
:se have increasingly assumed the role of a 
is, friend. There is generally more of an 
is, atmosphere of friendship than a few de- 
‘w cades ago. 

id The only child is, however, in danger 
of being over-cosseted by its parents, 
id Some mothers are too protective, which 
m does not encourage initiative in the 
er child. 

It is important for the only child to 
ot experience life in a group, psychologists 
sy say. Even as a six-month-old, it should 
i- spend a few hours a week playing with 
other children of the same age to learn 
e ' social attitudes. "In addition, pnly chil- 
»■ dren need a challenge," says Magda 
n Neuerer.. 

It is wrong for parents to smooth all 
difficulties Tor them. Children who re- 
1 ceive too much attention in the family 
will later demand the same attention 
1 from society. They want to continue 
being the focal point. 

j Psychologists arc pretty much agreed 
1 that in most cases the only child’s inlcl- 
, lectua! developement is splendid in a 
normal family. 

[ I* imaginative, knows how to ex¬ 
press itself, and its arguments are clever. 

It is usually highly motivated, though it 
frequently has problems within a group 
because it has not learned to adjust. 

But psychologists warn against over¬ 
emphasising this because children from 
. large families also tend in grow up with 
problems. 

Studies.show (hut many of those chil¬ 
dren front big families ure not particu¬ 
larly successful at school and in their 
working lives. They lack motivation and 
arc often not capable of expressing 
themsclvgs. 

.. ' ;ir 8 cr the family, the greater the 
likelihood of an authoritarian u pining- 
ing with many "don’ts." This leads to a 
certain rivalry among children, leading 
to unresolved frustrations. 

Such an utmosphere makes it difficult 
to develop positive sentiments towards 
. the parents. i 

Young people’s reactions to both an 
authoritarian and an over-protective up¬ 
bringing are similar. In both cases they 
increasingly seek refuge among others of 
the same age, whose inlluence becomes 
dominant. . , i 

"The Germans are headed towards 1 
becoming a society of only children," 1 
says Frankfurt sociologist Dr Almut 1 
Steger. 

This trend would become more pro- ’ 1 
nounced, and in (he year 2000 more 1 

3 . 2 ° P " Cent of ,he P°P“l*i°n 1 

Would live m one-person households, * 
she says In a study: 

No 1 matter hoW much (he family af- v 
fairs minister deplores this, all indica- « 
tore show that birth rates will decline 
stilt further. ^ 

Though this is the time when those f 
born »n the high birth rate years will fl 

found families,- the subsequent’trend 
will be downward again,; experts say. S 

Predicts AIrhut Stegei 1 says some40 fi 

5 ? women'capable of child bea- m 

I/" 8 -Si r 2T ain ? hiWleSs around the fi 
S 200 ?' -P? trcnd awards one-child I 
families Will Increase as early as next O 
decade. P ( 
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Q . supposed to mean in thisJ? 

rs actions arc not governed W 

a on fimmeial success becaLr 

m vinced that any such reebtfe 

e . prove wrong." ™ 

Bui why do the Bach** 
Br D "«: ‘‘Originally I w J 

s another film. But all pro**, 

:h rejected it out of hand I 
ic prepared to give a penny i 
make n film without a mark i t 
o The Bachmeier story Is bouJdb 
:s and that’s why private Rim 

d were prepared to finance it" 

Jj Bohm has not one but ilia 
i se 5 tor sponsors: the Film ft* 

stilute, the Hamburg Businn 
a tion and the so-caljed refers 

allotted on the basis of licto 

1 the previous film made by hk 

tion, television is in on the 

Y sion. 

, Driest's application for fw 

recently turned down by the 
. Film Promotion Centre whb 
mem. 

i His film will he backed byi 
tion guarantee, fnvolvemenlby 
Alze Rruuner und private 
through the investment con. 
This is helped by a change Eb 
law. 

One of the co-producers, 
the copyright for the series/ 
ter, is (lie publishing house 
Juhr (hut not Stem which is 
by it). 

l ong before shooting of ike 
films started, Driest telephoned 
find out whether the two pro, 
clash, lie says Rohm put him 
telling him that he would 
the problems .surrounding (b 
of little Anna. Huclimcier.to 
mil interest him all that much, 
Driest: "I told him okay id 
him to give me a ring if there 
a change. I've heard nodiiij 
from him.” • 

Things have changed inlhf-- 
Hark Bohm: "Burkhardiafl. 
under no circumstances find 
in a clinch. 1 couldn’t card leu 
distributor Wohlrabe or Marias* 
yers do. AH that matters Is iWj 
films that will getto the'oij^j 
thing that happens in this * 
good for us. We’re benefiting 
by doing it simultaneously." 

elaborates: "I rather 4 
the public 1 doesn’t wanl *PJ 
Bachmeier. People only find"' 
that we should both be nwjfjW] 
althe same time.” 

Driest would like BohmjW 
version so that he can sec it! 5 
my own work. I find this. inW* 

"I wish Hark Bohm the Wjf 
We started together and i w® . 
finish together,” says 
friendly smile. . • • ■ 

The producer of Dri* sl s .^ 
Schidor: "I can wdl mW 1 * 
film to be released firal * 1 “^ 
money. The two films couldK> 
fice success. There’ll be 0®*-!! 

I believe that they will id a® 
German film any farther,;®. 
Fassbinder'sfilms did,” 

• * =: ■ r.. n .• 


'Hamburg police clamp down as 
gangs tighten their grip 


.prised crime is a growing proli¬ 
xin all built-up nrens. In Hum- 
jbss forced the police and the law 
tart on a flurry of activity. 

0 ] departments have been set up 
,dffed with under-cover ngeiits. 
giHia] public prosecutors and jud- 
Ke been appointed to crack down 

Ej«d crime in northern Germnny 
Ely based around Hamburg's red 
parid of St Pauli. 

[Pauli is safer than it used to be for 
ilo the strip clubs and clip joints, 
[mile they are no longer robbed or 
Btopay inflated bills at pistol-point 
pother duress. 

|l organised errime is growing. A 
'pa ago there were said to be signs 
pp. Now gangs threaten to become 
lament feature; 

(port of Hamburg is a particularly 
Sc breeding-ground for theft and 
K stolen property, for blackmail 
filly "protection money"), prosti- 
k and living off immoral* earnings. 
Lgaming, illegal immigration and 
■j illegal labour agencies. 
pBg in stolen cars (especially the 
nitel variety), bribery, shive-irud- 
Mevery conceivable breach of the 
fw Act: all offences are represen- 

dsed crime, the Seuate recently 
! city council, has taken on new 
specially conspiracy and divl- 
btXMH. 

uing brutality was apparent, 
Mly in the use of firearms, and 


not just in deuling with victims. Shoot- 
outs between gangs are increasingly fre¬ 
quent. 

Gangs have grown increasingly bare¬ 
faced from year to year, slaking their 
claims to various areas of St Pauli in 
particular and defending their territory 
by force of arms. 

The police definitely left them to fight 
it out among themselves for too long. 
This was due less to lack of enthusiasm 
on the pan of officers on the spot than 
to poor leadership (if any) of the force. 

The Hamburg police were in the 
throes of a crisis that immobilised them 
where fighting crime was concerned. 

Former police chief GQnther Redding 
was not up to the job. Shortly before he 
retired thieves even stole jewellery from 
his home. 

Less senior officers were suspected of 
making common cause with the under¬ 
world or of failing to avoid in time the 
impression (hat they were doing so. 

Officers themselves fell foul of the 
law, being tried and convicted of offen¬ 
ces ranging from dealing in stolen goods 
to trading in narcotics. 

The Senate, or municipal authority, 
realised something had to he done. A 
special commission was .set up to look 
into allegations. 

It consisted of representatives of the 
police and the public prosecutor's off¬ 
ice, They spent IS months cheeking 91)0 
allegations against nearly 300 people, 
including 99 public officials. 

A number of police officers were ta¬ 
ken to court, and the Hamburg police 
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larceny squad was 
abolished. A special 
department set up 
by Home AfTairs 
Senator Alfons 
Pawelczyk has now 
^ct its sights on or¬ 
ganised crime. It 
consists of 45 
hand-picked officers 
and clerical staff. 

They have the latest 

equipment and are ( a °d other) light at night, the gangster’s delight. Ham- 
entitled to use un- burg’s Davldswache police station In the notorious St Pauli 
der-cover agents, district. (Photo: Archlv) 

Their instructions also allow them lee- pimps known by the initials GmbH and 


way in other respects. 

Several spectacular large-scale raids 
by CID squads, some in conjunction 
with the inland revenue's flying squad, 
have notched up initial successes. 

After long, hard work Wilfried Schulz, 
n self-styled restaurateur and business¬ 
man, boxing promoter and longstanding 
uncrowned king of the St Pauli under- 
workd, was put behind bars. 

He had often been taken into custody, 
but seldom for long. The police never 
had enough evidence to keep him be¬ 
hind bars. '■ A 

Schulz, 55, has now heen "inside" for 
over a year and will be standing trial on 
charges of encouraging prostitution, 
being an accessary to perjury, helping 
others to commit forgery und being as¬ 
sociated with bribery and corruption. 

Wilfried Schulz nnd his associates are. 
duo to stand trial. So are a group of 


lw is cracking down on illegal 
agencies many of which profi* 
paying sweatshop rules to for- 
ters. 

WuwJ.-qf. 60, including police, 
prosecutors, luhour uml revenue 
5 J 251 mon fa raised » Munich 
r took »way nearly l.tKH) files. 
Sf’PJjy. with representatives all 
wworld, trades in industrial plum 
"° n 8| !d service activities. 

015 lo have a staff of 700 cons- 
* n Europe, mainly 
JJRlipinos, But the evidence of 
wis 50 overwhelming that 
***** of staff have been arres- 
awaiting trial. 
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Ibui n D ^ 35 * n hour P w m8n 
to pay the men a mere DM9 
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Sweatshop job agencies cash 
in on cheap foreign labour 


legislation has stepped up collaboration 
between government departments. 

The health insurance, labour ex¬ 
change, aliens' police, police, public 
prosecutor’s office, inland revenue and 
factory inspectors used to work uncoor- 
dinatedly. 

Now they have scrapped red tape and 
readily share information and help each 
other out. 

Yet Manfred Odumann in Hunover 
says what he and his colleagues have 
uncovered is merely the tip of an ice- 

ber «- . . , 

The report he and other regional la¬ 
bour exchanges have compiled for the 
Federal Labour Office in Nuremberg 
says (hat offirials on the spot are inun¬ 
dated with incriminating material. 

Since last April over 1,000 breaches of 
tht regulations governing private leasing 
of labour have come (o light. 

In Germany as a whole Uiere are an 
estimated 200,000 illegal construction 
workers, which is a scandal In view of 
the 130,000 building workers registered 
as unemployed. 

in practice, as seen from Emden, 
agendas:working from Holland set up 
companies in Germany, using figurt- 
heada as manager's. 

Those popipanfes oficn employ only a 
singie worker officially. and above- 
boprd. His iaa and *bdal ; ;sedirity eon- 
iflhiitiaiHi am fuU in the riant auuion*.'' 


ties, so the companies are issued with 
certificates of good conduct. 

This is the sort of paperwork they 
need to be able to go into business as 
sub-conlractors to leading construction 
firms. 

Contracts are drawn up and illegal la¬ 
bourers then employed on building sites. 
Often the contracts are a mere excuse 
for what both sides know is going on. 

If thedwindle conies to light the wor¬ 
kers simply disappear, and with them 
the company that supplied them. 

What dq such activities cost the tax¬ 
payer? The trades union confederation 
says the unpaid tax amounts to maybe 
DMIObn a yCar and the unpaid health 
and social security contribution to a fur¬ 
ther DM5bn. 

These are enormous sums, and a body 
of Experts conferring at the BundeskrL 
minalamt a few days ago said they were 
realistic estimates. 

Where so much is at stake there is 
bound to be tough competitiorij and. at 
least two Dutch groups, the. Nijmegen 
Mafia and, the Brabant^ Syndicate, are 
known to be competing for |h? lucrative 

German maikeL, 

, There yras a recent dispute at Lingen 
nudepr power station, where one agent 
elbowed another out of a contract Wqrf 
several hundred thousand - dputschfe- 


Hamburg's Hell's Angels (who have 
even been banned by the Bonn Interior 
Ministry). 

So three large-scale trials are in the 
pipeline. A special unit or the public 
prosecutor's office has been set up to 
handle cases brought to light by. the 
police special department. 

Two new chambers at the county 
court haye beep set up to ensure that the 
accused are not released before their ca¬ 
ses'come up (as has happened in the 
past) because legal deadlines couldn't be 
met. 

In the heart of Si Pauli,'alongside the 
clip joints on Grosse Freiheit, there is a 
Catholic church, St Joseph’s. It has a 
sign on the gate saying: "There is no¬ 
thing Jesus can’t handle.’’ 

Senator Pawelczyk hopes he will be 
able to say the same of his police. 

Uwe Bahnsen 
(Die Well, 14 November 1983) 


Sub-contractor Gerardus Ouwens, 
from Nijmegen, who employed 60 illegal 
Dutch contract workers at the reactor 
site, has threatened to get his own back 
on his successor. 

"It’s going to cost hint a good few 
thousand," he says. 

Fear stalks the building sites, and 
Federal Border Patrdl pnd labour ex¬ 
change officers are no stranger tp it. 
They arc most reluctant tp be photogra¬ 
phed at work. 

They are worried the gangsters'may 
try to get their own back on them; and 
not fpr'nothing. One border patrolman 
has been shot at, another's car has been 
.wrecked.-., . ■” ' ' 

Put . must the-flying squad men be 
aimed as a result? The Federal labour 
Office is seriously considering issuing its 
special officers yrith firearms. - 
. Even if it does, they will still face a le¬ 
gal problem.; People'-can be taken’to. 
Court and prosecuted for a criminal of¬ 
fence ir they as much as steal a bicycle. ; 

Illegal job agencies can merely be fin-, 
ed, whether: for oneoffence dr 100 , and- 
as Christof Biirmeesfer of the, building 
workers’ union pup it: 

■ “They' and. the companies that - hire, 
them can pay the fines out of their jack-; 
et pockets ” =. 

The fines' are pSrt of the way the opr 
era tion jpeosted, phd often enough the 
offender? arc beyond tjip reach; of fob 

' law. y '.. ' . ..f'w ■;/ ; ,v; : 6 ‘. J,', ■ 

"We : have rfiied bile', . offender. 
DM72O,b0O” says ; Manfred Ochsmann 
:(n HAnoVeT: ‘’But he has'got off sedt-ffee 
' because he lives in the .Netherlands."; 

' yii Klaus Wieudf 

'(HuiuovericheAllattniilnt. 19 NovemberI983) 














